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Rajasthan becomes first State
to issue detailed guidelines on
stray dogs after SC directive

Mohammed Iq
JAIPUR

Rajasthan has become the
first State in the country to
issue a detailed framework
on the management of
stray dogs with guidelines
for civic bodies following a
recent directive of the Su-
preme Court in the matter.
The apex court’s ruling
pertained to the control of
stray canine population in
the  National Capital
Region.

The Department of Lo-
cal Self Government has
circulated comprehensive
instructions to all Munici-
pal Corporations, Munici-
pal Councils, and munici-
palities, mandating strict
adherence to the Animal
Birth Control (ABC) Rules,
2023.

According to the guide-
lines, every ward and local-
ity will have designated
feeding zones for stray
dogs, while new centres

According to the guidelines, every ward and locality will have
designated feeding zones for stray dogs. FILE PHOTO

will be established for their
sterilisation, vaccination
and deworming. The in-
structions include the ac-
tion to be taken for cap-
ture, treatment and release
of dogs. The urban local
bodies are required to sub-
mit compliance reports
within 30 days.

‘Humane handling’

The guidelines ban the use
of tongs, wires or nooses to
capture dogs, instead man-
dating “humane handling”

by trained personnel who
should either use nets or
capture them by hand.

Jaipur-based animal
rights activist Mariam Abu-
haideri said Rajasthan
would become a model
State for animal birth con-
trol and harmonious coex-
istence with the new fra-
mework.

“The implementation of
these guidelines is going to
be important, as it is not an
easy task,” Ms. Abuhaideri
told The Hindu.

Rajasthan becomes
first State to issue
detailed guidelines on
stray dogs after SC
directive
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Rajasthan has become the first
State in the country to issue a
detailed framework on the
management of stray dogs with
guidelines for civic bodies
following a recent directive of
the Supreme Court in the
matter.
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e The apex court’s ruling pertained to the control of stray canine population in the National
Capital Region.

Hate =TaTerd o1 (uid P IS &7 F SaR1 Sl B Sf1aTd] Bl FaHd B 4 Feifera

YTl

e The Department of Local Self Government has circulated comprehensive instructions to all
Municipal Corporations, Municipal Councils, and municipalities, mandating strict adherence to
the Animal Birth Control (ABC) Rules, 2023.
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e According to the guidelines, every ward and locality will have designated feeding zones for
stray dogs, while new centres will be established for their sterilisation, vaccination and

deworming. The instructions include the action to be taken for capture, treatment and release
of dogs. The urban local bodies are required to submit compliance reports within 30 days.
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‘Humane handling’

A Y=

e The guidelines ban the use of tongs, wires or nooses to capture dogs, instead mandating
‘humane handling” by trained personnel who should either use nets or capture them by hand.
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e Jaipur-based animal rights activist Mariam Abuhaideri said Rajasthan would become a model
State for animal birth control and harmonious coexistence with the new framework.
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e “The implementation of these guidelines is going to be important, as it is not an easy task,”

Ms. Abuhaideri toId The Hindu.
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Land sanctioned for
new [IM in Pimpri
Chinchwad
R

In acres. The Maharashtra
70 government has sanctioned

the land in Moshi, Pimpri
Chinchwad, near Pune, to set up a new
Indian Institute of Management (IIM).
Revenue Minister Chandrashekhar
Bawankule said the decision followed

directions from Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis. em

Land sanctioned for new IIM
in Pimpri Chinchwad

ot Rigas & g aMgamsea &
ferg yffr wipa

70 In acres.

70 THS Hl

e The Maharashtra government has sanctioned the
land in Moshi, Pimpri Chinchwad, near Pune, to set
up a new Indian Institute of Management (IIM).
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eRevenue Minister Chandrashekhar Bawankule
said the decision followed directions from Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis.
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3. Centering elderly women: caring for the quiet majority
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4. Deaths in northern Thailand from Typhoon Kajiki
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Pre-test for Census
2027 to be held in
October-November

Vijaita Sin,
NEW DELHI

The pre-test exercise for
the Population Census,
2027 will be conducted in
October and November,
the Registrar-General and
Census Commissioner (RG
& CCI) has informed the Di-
rectorates of Census Oper-
ations (DCOs) in the States.

A pre-test is required to
test the efficacy of the en-
tire exercise that will be
held in two phases — Hou-
selisting and Housing Sche-
dule (HLO) and Population
Enumeration — between
April 1, 2026 and February
28, 2027.

This will be the first dig-
ital Census and the first to
enumerate caste in Inde-
pendent India.

The test will evaluate
the proposed questions,
data collection methodolo-
gies, training effectiveness,
logistics, printing process-
es, and data quality assess-
ment, and identify poten-
tial field issues, Registrar
General of India Mritunjay
Kumar Narayan is learnt to
have informed the DCOs in
the States.

The DCOs have been
told that a mobile app will
be used for the first time to
collect data.

Other aspects such as
self-enumeration, digital
mapping tools, and a web-
based portal for real-time
monitoring and manage-
ment will also be tried out
during the pre-test, the
DCOs were informed.

Phase 1 questions only
This is the first Census
since 2011 as the exercise
that was scheduled for
2021 was delayed, initially
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. It will now be com-
pleted in 2027.

The pre-test for the
planned 2021 Census took

Mritunjay Kumar Narayan

place in 2019, covering
more than 26 lakh people
in 76 districts of 36 States
and Union Territories.
Around 6,000 enumera-
tors and 1,100 supervisors
from State governments
were engaged in 2019.

That exercise included
questions on household
amenities from the first
phase, and queries for the
National Population Regis-
ter (NPR) and population
enumeration from the se-
cond phase, tested in suc-
cession from August 12 to
September 30, 2019.

Unlike the previous in-
stances, however, this
year’s pre-test this time
will only cover questions
about the first phase and
not the second population
enumeration phase where
caste is to be tabulated.

On July 29, the Union go-
vernment informed the
Lok Sabha that no decision
has been taken to update
the NPR during the upcom-
ing Population Census
2027 exercise.

The NPR is the first step
for the creation of a Nation-
al Register of Citizens
(NRC), according to the Ci-
tizenship Rules, 2003 un-
der the Citizenship Act,
1955.

The NPR was first creat-
ed in 2010 and data was
collected simultaneously
during the first phase of
the 2011 Census.

Pre-test for Census 2027 to be held in
October-November

SIFITUET 2027 & for -2 Srager-
TdaR | Smaifera grm

The pre-test exercise for the Population Census,
2027 will be conducted in October and November,
the Registrar-General and Census Commissioner
(RG & CCI) has informed the Directorates of Census
Operations (DCOs) in the States.

SFRTOMT 2027 & forg fi-3%e ATy Jagar ok
Jaex | maiferd frar Se, U8 SHeR! Heifay®
3R SRTUMT 3Tga (RG & CCl) A IS4l § SRTUMAT
Tara fAemaat (Docs) i €t 81

. A pre-test is required to test the efficacy of the entire
exercise that will be held in two phases — Houselisting and
Housing Schedule (HLO) and Population Enumeration —
between April 1, 2026 and February 28, 2027.
RT ST S S 117 U M-2% HIRTS 2, o &) R0l
AT BRI — BTAferReT 3R TSR Asgd (HLO) 3R
SR TTUMT — 1 370 2026 & 28 WRART 2027 & |
. This will be the first digital Census and the first to
enumerate caste in Independent India.
g Ugal fefored SRTomT gRft SiR Wad YRd H Ugalt IR SiTfd &1
UM 1 ST |
. The test will evaluate the proposed questions, data collection
methodologies, training effectiveness, logistics, printing processes,
and data quality assessment, and identify potential « eld issues,
Registrar General of India Mritunjay Kumar Narayan is learnt to
have informed the DCOs in the States.
g TRI&I0T YEATd ST, ST UG Ui, UfRiefon ot gHrasiierd],
arorea, fiifeT ufsraratt 3R et TuraT ST BT Gedid BT
3R Furfaa &=fta g & uga &, T 9T T § fb URd &
gﬂﬁawqgﬁmwwﬁﬂm‘rﬁ DOCs &1 fud favar

I

. The DCOs have been told that a mobile app will be used
for the first time to collect data.

DCOs & garT T § fob ugelt IR Se1 T8 & forw ue Hiarsa e
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Other aspects such as self-enumeration, digital mapping tools, and a web-based portal
for real-time monitoring and management will also be tried out during the pre-test, the DCOs
were informed.

31 Ugqait o W-aurT, fEforea aftn gew, ok arafas Iwa aifvefen a e & fig
Ag-ITUTRd Tidd &I o th-2% F SR SMSHRIN S, DCOs &1 Jferd forar m|

Phase 1 questions only

&qd W1 S Uy

This is the first Census since 2011 as the exercise that was scheduled for 2021 was delayed,
initially due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It will now be completed in 2027.

Tg 2011 & STE Ugell SHTUMT § Fifds 2021 & fore i enamy & uRY & sifas-19
HETHRY & SR faeifed & &g mam uT| 3« g% 2027 H T3 gIfl

The pre-test for the planned 2021 Census took place in 2019, covering more than 26 lakh
people in 76 districts of 36 States and Union Territories.

fRyffed 2021 SFFTOMT & forg ti-2%e 2019 T g3 o1, w36 IS 3R Fg TR WS &
76 el o 26 @@ | AP AR o1 TS fovar 77 o

Around 6,000 enumerators and 1,100 supervisors from State governments were engaged
in 2019.

T 6,000 TUFTHR 3R 1,100 THA&H IsT WHRI F 2019 & i fw 1w 3

That exercise included questions on household amenities from the ¢ rst phase, and queries
for the National Population Register (NPR) and population enumeration from the second
phase, tested in succession from August 12 to September 30, 2019.

I 31T H TR TROT H TR JAUTe R Uy A ¥, 3R GIR TR I AP FAAEET
IRRER (NPR) 3R SHIAT UM ¥ Taifira uyl 2nfire &, forg 12 3T | 30 RiydeR, 2019 a&
SHhHIR UM 74T 471

Unlike the previous instances, however, this year’s pre-test this time will only cover questions
about the first phase and not the second population enumeration phase where caste is to be
tabulated.

graifer frea amal & faudd, 30 v &1 -3 Had ugd TR I Yaferg uslt & HaR Ham 3R
G ST VT TROT B M Tof BT, SI51 STl DI ol a1 ol g

On July 29, the Union government informed the Lok Sabha that no decision has been
taken to update the NPR during the upcoming Population Census 2027 exercise.

29 TS & $% YIBR 3 AHTHT B! gfrd {61 o St S=R10MET 2027 310 & SR
NPR &1 30SC $= &I Bls -0rd g1 foran T g

The NPR is the first step for the creation of a National Register of Citizens (NRC),
according to the Citizenship Rules, 2003 under the Citizenship Act, 1955.

ff¥fraH, 1955 & dgd ANTR®dT f1aH, 2003 S 3FTIR NPR AP ATRS

IPRET (NRC) F91 &1 Ugah Wigt g

The NPR was first created in 2010 and data was collected simultaneously during the « rst
phase of the 2011 Census.

NPR TUgd SR 2010 H ST 7T 4T 3R 2011 S0 & Ugd 9RUT & SR S¢l U 1Y ThHA
[CRIRIEIRIN
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Mumbai and Vizag
among safest cities

for women:
GS Paper |: Society | |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI
Mumbai, VisakhapatnamZ

Kohima,Bhubaneswar, Ai-

zawl, GangtoK, and Itana-
g:a_have emerged as the
safest cities in the country

for women, while Patna,
Jaipur, Faridabad, Delhi,

Kolkata, Srinagar and Ran-
chi were ranked the low-
est, according to the Na-
tional Annual Report and
Index on Women’s Safety
(NARI) 2025.

The nationwide index
released on Thursday,
based on a survey of 12,770
women across 31 “cities,
placed the national safety
score at 65%.

Kohima and other top-
ranked cities were associat-
ed with stronger gender
equity, civic participation,
policing and women-
friendly  infrastructure.
Whereas, cities like Patna

NARI

The study revealed sharp drops
in perceptions of safety at night
across cities

and Jaipur fared poorly
due to weak institutional
responsiveness, patriar-
chal norms and gaps in ur-
ban infrastructure, the re-
port said.

Overall, six in 10 women
surveyed felt “safe” in their
city, but 40% still consi-
dered themselves “not so
safe” or “unsafe”. The stu-
dy revealed sharp drops in
perceptions of safety at
night, particularly in pu-
blic transport and recrea-
tional spaces.

Mumbai and Vizag
among safest cities
for women: NARI

e
L CE]
fazmaTug9: a8

. Mumbai, Visakhapatnam,
Kohima, Bhubaneswar, Aizawl,
Gangtok, and ltanagar have
emerged as the safest cities in the
country for women, while Patna,
Jaipur, Faridabad, Delhi,
Kolkata, Srinagar and Ranchi
were ranked the lowest, according
to the National Annual Report
and Index on Women’s Safety
(NARI) 2025.

Has, favmame =1, SifgHr
YR, SIS, e R
SCITR o¥ H Afgersil & foe ged
PRI R & T H W E,
T JeHT, TR, BIgETs,
Reeeh, BT, MR AR I
DI Y I Ry fear T,
i fraid ok wfganasi
TRET GADTP (AINT) 2025 F
SR
. The nationwide index
released on Thursday, based on a
survey of 12,770 women across
31 cities, placed the national
safety score at 65%.

TR DI SR} AYATU! Fah i,
ST 31 rzm’n?r 12,770 Afgenai &
HFequT TR airenRel 2, 3 e geam
THR 65% 39T
. Kohima and other top-
ranked cities were associated with
stronger gender equity, civic
participation, policing and
women-friendly infrastructure.

HIfFAT 3R 3= 2 = wre

e B AT ARTp JHTGT, ARRS HRfier, gl oir afyer sgea gihard e

ST T

o Whereas, cities like Patna and Jaipur fared poorly due to weak institutional
responsiveness, patriarchal norms and gaps in urban infrastructure, the report said.
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e Overall, six in 10 women surveyed felt “safe” in their city, but 40% still considered themselves
“not so safe” or “unsafe”.

Fd ez, 10 ® ¥ 6 AiRasi 7 /- WeR H Qe & "QRigd" 7eqy fora, afer 40% = anft
i g 1 "wareT JRfdwd et ar

e The study revealed sharp drops in perceptions of safety at night, particularly in public

transport and recreational spaces.
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Centering elderly women: caring for
the quiet majority

To truly support and empower elderly women in their health-seeking behaviours, India needs to move to more inclusive gender-sensitive health systems. Policies need to

Sathya Sriram

ndia is ageing, rapidly. And it is

women who are living longer, but

with poor health.

According to the India Ageing

Report 2023 as published by the
International Institute for Population
Sciences and the United Nations
Population Fund, there will be a
significant decadal increase in India’s
elderly population, with people aged 60
and above estimated to comprise over
20% of the population by 2050.

The average lifespan of women is more
than that of men by 2.7 years, resulting in
a demographic tilt favouring more elderly
women. However, the McKinsey Health
Institute estimates that women are likely
to spend 25% more time in poor health
compared to men, much of those in their
later years, highlighting a health gap to be
bridged.

Despite these sobering figures, the
conversations about elderly women and
their health stay in the shadows, with
society treating them as passive
dependents rather than as individuals
with distinct needs and challenges. Add to
this their care-giving and self-sacrificing
instinct, and we have a large majority of
elderly women, navigating public spaces
in silence.

Care-seeking behaviour

The social determinants of women’s
health go well beyond medical causes to
include socio-cultural, economic, and
structural factors. Health-seeking
behaviour is defined as action an
individual undertakes to obtain medical
attention, what type of care they seek,
and how they continuously manage that
condition. Typically, this is influenced by
access to information, disease perception,
demographics, economic status, access to
facilities, perceived quality of services,
and socio-cultural beliefs. In the case of
women, we need to layer on additional
factors such as education, social
conditioning, marital status, financial and
digital dependency, and lack of
gender-sensitive care facilities.

Indian women are socialised to
prioritise family wellbeing over their own,
and therefore, tend to deprioritise their
health needs. In many patriarchal
households, the spouse or adult children
tend to be gatekeepers of the decision
about when and whether an elderly
woman seeks care.

Financial insecurity is a significant
vulnerability among older women. A
UNFPA study from 2011 reported that
almost 60% of older women have no
personal income. And, few elderly
women have health insurance coverage.
Less than 20% of women are able to pay

acknowledge the gendered path of Indian women and how these factors shape their ageing

The conversations about elderly women and their health stay in the shadows, with society treating them
as passive dependents rather than as individuals with distinct needs and challenges. FILE PHOTO

their own medical bills, compared to 44%
of elderly men. This high economic
dependency tends to hold women back
from seeking appropriate early medical

[

are.

The digital gender gap is accentuated
amongst the elderly, with far fewer
women having access to digital devices,
which impacts their access to health
information and services.

An UNFPA study to understand the
needs and challengers of older women in
India, uncovered that two-thirds of older
women are accompanied by their
children or grandchildren (versus 41%
among older men), indicating a higher
level of dependency.

Insufficient access to female health
providers as well information and
diagnostics for women’s health issues can
delay care even if one reaches the facility.
Once within the health system, women
often need support in navigating its
complex processes, which also deters
them from accessing health services.

The more commonly discussed
ageing-driven chronic conditions are
cardiovascular (heart), cancers, and
neurodegenerative (brain) diseases.
However, the nuances of how women
experience these conditions due to their
physiological transitions and caregiving
burdens are less acknowledged and far
less studied.

In order to experience healthy ageing,
women should have access to affordable

and adequate healthcare throughout their
lives. In India, healthcare expenditure is
far less on women than men across all
ages and socio-economic groups, further
worsening health conditions later in life
that are more likely to impede quality of
life and cause disability.

Due to the hormone shifts post
menopause, loss of muscle mass and
nutritional deficiencies, the
non-communicable diseases of
hypertension, diabetes and
cardiovascular illnesses tend to have more
severe outcomes and complications in
women. Furthermore, the decline in bone
health is a substantial risk for
osteoporosis and arthritis, which are
much more common in women, yet
under-diagnosed. The risk of fractures
from falls is also significantly higher in
women and can result in disability or
limited movement that affects their
mental well-being.

Once women move past the
reproductive phase, the healthcare
system barely considers their
uro-gynaecological health. In lower
income settings, women rarely have a
gynaecological examination post
childbirth. Cancers of the breast, cervix,
ovaries, and uterus disproportionately
affect older women and often go
undiagnosed until late stages. Over 50%
of breast cancer cases in India occur in
post-menopausal women, yet screening
awareness drops sharply with age.

A study analysing treatment patterns in
Indian women aged 65 and above with
breast cancer found that on average,
treatment was less aggressive, but
appropriate therapies (surgery and
chemotherapy) could improve survival
rates and lead to favourable outcomes.

The awareness and availability of
vaccines is helping reduce the risk of
cervical cancer amongst younger women;
however, older women are still
susceptible with limited access to, and
frequency of, pap smears. Worse still is
ovarian cancer, the most lethal
gynaecological cancer, with a five-year
relative survival rate of 17 % for a patient
diagnosed at an advanced stage.

Certain neurodegenerative diseases,
Alzheimer’s and other d ias, are
more likely to develop in women, both
due to biological factors (oestrogen
decline) and social conditions (longer
lifespan, isolation due to loss of spouse).
According to the Longitudinal Aging
Study in India (LASI), women aged over
70 report higher levels of cognitive
impairment yet are less diagnosed and
treated compared to men.

Mental health issues among elderly
women are under-reported,
under-diagnosed, and under-treated.

As per HelpAge India, only 1in 10
elderly women with depressive symptoms
seek help — due to stigma as well as
limited access to mental health services
for the elderly.

Better care

Despite the many systemic challenges,
elderly women in India proactively
engage in many activities that enhance
their well-being.

Socially, elderly women tend to be
deeply embedded in family and
community networks. These social
engagements are potential protective
factors against loneliness and cognitive
decline.

Many women also find joy and purpose
in routines that keep them physically and
mentally active, such as walking groups,
yoga classes, or taking up new hobbies
such as painting or music.

Finally, educated women avail of better
outpatient care, both in public and
private facilities, making years of
schooling the primary driver of choice.

To truly support and empower elderly
women in their health-seeking
behaviours, India needs to move to more
inclusive gender-sensitive health systems.
Policies need to acknowledge the
gendered path of Indian women and how
these factors shape their ageing.

(Sathya Sriram is a healthcare strategist
working to make care more accessible,
preventive, and people centred.
sathya.rsriram@gmail.com)

THE GIST
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A 2011 UNFPA study found that
fewer than 20% of women
could pay their own medical
bills, limiting access to early
care

According to HelpAge India,
just 1in 10 elderly women with
depressive symptoms seek
help, hindered by stigma and
poor access to mental health
services

v

In India, healthcare
expenditure is far less on
women than men across all
ages and socio-economic
groups, further worsening
health conditions later in life
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Centering elderly women: caring for the quiet majority

g Afgarsii R $iad: qid 9g0d 31 S@HTE

To truly support and empower elderly women in their health-seeking
behaviours, India needs to move to more inclusive gender-sensitive health
systems.

g Afears & WRy-grEdt AagR] &1 9gt U= iR TRIfeTHo H1 &
femg, w?%mﬁnﬁﬁ%-ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁwmaﬂmmaﬁ
TRl 3|

e Policies need to acknowledge the gendered path of Indian women and how these factors
shape their ageing.
Hfaat #1 YR Afgarstt & Afe Anf 3R HY T RS I75 Tl I 3MHR ad §, TV A=Ial
o =gl

¢ Indiais aging rapidly. And it is women who are living longer, but with poor health.
YR doit A g 81 ¥eT 81 3R afgand e gy ae shifad et €, afe @e @A
& Aq1Y|

e According to the India Ageing Report 2023 as published by the International Institute for
Population Sciences and the United Nations Population Fund, there will be a significant
decadal increase in India’s elderly population, with people aged 60 and above estimated to
comprise over 20% of the populatlon by 2050.
3 ufoim R 2023 & AR, R SevAvma SXtege WIR UTaR AT 3R I
Y TAHET DY GRI USRI (631 711, HRd B I SHTeTal H GRH A Jhs 8Ih, 3R 60 T

IR ITA HWR & TNT 2050 TP TAT BT 20% F e BT |

e The average lifespan of women is more than that of men by 2.7 years, resulting in a
demographic tilt favouring more elderly women.
Afearst &t Sid 3y ool F 2.7 a¥ 31t 3, s uRumRa=y seie WRaqT Sl 95
Afgarsff Bt 3k &

o However, the McKinsey Health Institute estimates that women are likely to spend 25%
more time in poor health compared to men, much of those in their later years, highlighting a
health gap to be bridged.

gTailes, RfFpolt ged Seye &1 30 © fh Aflkemd gosi & ga H 25% Siftrs vy
RTY WA ¥ fyangft, fiRives siias & sifa auf §, S TR 3iaRTd & xiar |

o Despite these sobering figures, the conversations about elderly women and their health stay
in the shadows, with society treating them as passive dependents rather than as individuals
with distinct needs and challenges.

37 TR st & TTave, I ARRTrst 3k 3% Wy R JIagid 3 H & 3@ 8, Fife
%mas%ﬁ@m TaRgaarst 3R FAfaat aral safaaal & soma fAfspa enféa & U o @@
|

e Add to this their care-giving and self-sacrificing instinct, and we have a large majority of
elderly women, navigating public ;ﬁgces in silence.

TP 1Y B 37! SEUTA DI 3R ATeH-FfRIe Bt ygfy Sits < S, df 89R U1 T Sl
T ¥ g Aieand gidt €, S Wit ®ue) TR guErd Tedt Edt 8

Care-seeking behaviour

TEHTHA-WESH BT AER

e The social determinants of women’s health go well beyond medical causes to include socio-
cultural, economic, and structural factors.

Afgemal & W & IS FURS Had RIS FRUN I S TgH: AMHITH-TRG D,
e IR TS BRSB! B off WA B &
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Health-seeking behaviour is defined as action an individual undertakes to obtain medical
attention, what type of care they seek, and how they continuously manage that condition.

WRY-TI &1 AR J¢ foha1 § ol faa ffdred TgRidT Ut &+ & ford FRal &, forg
TR Bl @HTE ATl ¢ 3R 98 I R 1 AR Tt & el g

Typically, this is influenced by access to information, disease perception, demographics,
economic status, access to facilities, perceived quality of services, and socio-cultural beliefs.

TR W, T8 THSRT FT ST/, 7 Y YR, Seiienas, s Rif, ghwmeh o
JUART, @mﬁﬁnﬁaﬁaﬁwaﬁiwﬁwmwsﬁﬁuwm%l

In the case of women, we need to layer on additional factors such as education, social
conditioning, marital status, financial and digital dependency, and lack of gender-sensitive
care facilities.

Higensi & wrd §, g6 ifaRed SRl o R, Irfore ufier, dafss Rufd, faxia e
fSforea flkan, SR dfie-vadeT=ita Sawe gfaurstt 1 o &1 +ft S g

Indian women are socialised to prioritise family wellbeing over their own, and therefore, tend
to deprioritise their health needs.

YR Afgarstt &) 39 dRE GHTSIGd a1 741 8 fob 3 3o § ugd ufRaR @ Hars &
T &, 3R 39 HRUT I 307 WA &1 ATIHarsii & e &R 3ol g

In many patriarchal households, the spouse or adult children tend to be gatekeepers of the
decision about when and whether an elderly woman seeks care.

%3 figaarers uRarl & ufd a1 90 9= 98 99 %34 9T TedIuR 81d § [ 95 Afee &d
3R STGHT oTht a1 e |

Financial insecurity is a significant vulnerability among older women.

fofta argRen g5 wfeanst # T Heayyl FHNI &

A UNFPA study from 2011 reported that almost 62/0 of older women have no personal

income.,

YUATHUT & 2011 & AT 3 I fb T 60% T Afgaait &1 B aafwad sma
eI 8

And, few elderly women have health insurance coverage.

3R, §gd HH Jg AR & UTH WA ST Havsl

Less than 20% of women are able to pay their own medical bills, compared to 44% of
elderly men.

Had 20% AfFETS & 3o Fifdret faal &1 YT o= Tl 8, STafh 44% g Tou &1 ga
H

This high economic dependency tends to hold women back from seeking appropriate early
medical care.

I8 I 3fifep FreiRar afigensil &1 Iuged iR goarmdh R d@ua o 3 Aod 31

Digital gender gap and elderly women’s health

AP 3R 3R g5 Afgensii &1 @A

The digital gender gap is accentuated amongst the elderly, with far fewer women having
access to digital dewces which impacts their access to health information and services.

I ST gal B 3R 3 §g o1 2, Sgd $H AR ) feRied Sus<uil 0
Ug Bl 8, B 3o W St SHeY 3Nk Aarsif de uge gHifad gl 81

An UNFPA study to understand the needs and challenges of older women in India,
uncovered that two-thirds of older women are accompanied by their children or grandchildren
(versus 41% among older men), indicating a higher level of dependency.

YR H g Aigasll Bl sragaepdrsi 3R Il bl THgH o g fbT ¢ Th UNFPA S1ead=
A gran o b T G)-foreTE g ATt 3roA st o da-aifaat &y g § (el 9
T30 H I8 Had 41% B), o 3ifeep Fralfear &) qiar 1

Insufficient access to female health providers as well information and diagnostics for women’s
health issues can delay care even if one reaches the facility.

Afedr WY UeTdrsh & uaie Iuasidr, Iy &) Afgars & W gg! & g sHeR) ok
e gfaursei &t o, TaUTa § <8 R Jbdl 8, Hal € I AR WA g db Ugd W
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e Once within the health system, women often need support in navigating its complex
processes, which also deters them from accessing health services.

WA YUl & HidR Uga & a1g, Afgansll $T SRR 3 wfed Ufharsil ®f gagH o
TERIAT &1 SHTIRAHT Bl ©, S I WA AT3il dF Ugaq & ft gaianfed &t g

e The more commonly discussed aging-driven chronic conditions are cardiovascular (heart),
cancers, and neurodegenerative (brain) diseases.

T I ISt o drfaptfere dmmial R o 7af 81 B, 3 § — gaa A, IR, ol
uiass gt St ((@RISeea 3 |

¢ However, the nuances of how women experience these conditions due to their physiological
transitions and caregiving burdens are less acknowledged and far less studied.
gTeTifep, 3 el o Aftand HY srgHd B 7, I8 I RIS uRad-l ik 3@HTa &
T S HRUIE, Afb 39 R HH 1 {1 71 § 3R 9gd HH 3109 gan g

¢ In order to experience healthy ageing, women should have access to affordable and
adequate healthcare throughout their lives.

a;mg;rgarr&%%ﬁ, Afearel &I 3ua R sha & gau iR vaftd @rea S@Te I Ugd gl
[ [

¢ InIndia, healthcare expenditure is far less on women than men across all ages and socio-
economic groups, further worsening health conditions later in life that are more likely to
impede quality of life and cause disability.

YR 8, Afgansii R e wd it smg SR aranfiss-oifies ol o gosl o ga-n 8§ 9gd &9
8, For Sftae & a1 & aRon o ey o1 fRURY 3R forrs St &, it Sftae &t e 1 anfia
IR qHA ¢ 3R AP ETar &1 HRU 7 avet 5|

e Due to the hormone shifts post menopause, loss of muscle mass and nutritional
deficiencies, the non-communicable diseases of hypertension, diabetes and
cardiovascular ilinesses tend to have more severe outcomes and complications in women.

, TR &1 $7 AT 3R Tyur F S F HROT,

n%wsﬁﬁsﬁmﬂm nyig 3R EeT I o IR SR} %GR IR seern

3iferes TR gielt §1
e Furthermere, the decline in bone health is a substantial risk for osteoporosis and arthritis,
which are much more common in women, yet under-diagnosed. -_—

g% 3aTaT, giyal & ey ¥ fiRrae, fReaTRIRRT iR 1fdar &1 e 81 @avr &, S
Aigenmelt # oiftre ma 8, U it 381 Fam &4 fasar smar g | ——

e The risk of fractures from falls is also significantly higher in women and can result in
disability or limited movement that affects their mental well-being.

iR & g8t gt &1 T oft afgensii & w1t ifie § ok su fywaimar a1 nfa=ftear #t
FH 8 TH 8, T S AP WA FH! YHIfad el g

e Once women move past the reproductive phase, the healthcare system barely considers
their uro-gynaecological health.

O HIZWTY YoT=T IR0T F 37 a¢ STl 8, ol TR WUTTet 37 -l INT Hareft Ty R
IS & & Galt 5

¢ In lower income settings, women rarely have a gynaecological examination post
childbirth.

fFrg-3ma ara ot &, Alzart vga & 91e Tmae g B TR el S HRard g

e Cancers of the breast, cervix, ovaries, and uterus disproportionately affect older women
and often go undiagnosed until late stages.

T, UM T, ST iR Ty & HR g uigansh & sruae= ©u § yuifad FRd
& 3R SRR &R ¥ WUl d g gl g |

e Over 50% of breast cancer cases in India occur in post-menopausal women, yet
screening awareness drops sharply with age.

YRA T 50% W 3T T HIR & Aa g & a1¢ it Afgensit 7 81d §, o i sirw
Tae AARE®HAT 39 & 1Y doll J U S g

Study on Breast Cancer, Mental Health, and Care among Elderly Women in India

YR # g Afgarel § T $R, AR Wy 3R TEH R 3+
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A study analysing treatment patterns in Indian women aged 65 and above with breast
cancer found that on average, treatment was less aggressive, but appropriate therapies
(surgery and chemotherapy) could improve survival rates and lead to favourable outcomes.
YRA H 65 T 3R I 31Tt 3mg & afgensit § T HuR & IuIR Ue &1 fa=evo HA
I T e H O T 36 ST SUAR B T AT, Al S0 SUAR (JoiT 3R
HIRU) F Shfad 383 Bt @R A UR 81 YT 7 3R rgHd uRkumy fird Jevd |

The awareness and availability of vaccines is helping reduce the risk of cervical cancer
amongst younger women; however, older women are still susceptible with limited access to,
and frequency of, pap smears.

Al & Ul TIPS 3R 39! Iudsidl THIR™ War & FIR & SR9H S gar Afgarsit
HH FRA § Hag $R Q! ¢; gIaifh, & Aigarnd enft off Tfid ugw ok umg ¥R &1 emafa &
CARURSCEERIGES

Worse still is ovarian cancer, the most lethal gynaecological cancer, with a five-year relative
survival rate of 17% for a patient diagnosed at an advanced stage.

3R ot TR B SISTRIT BT HR, Gﬁﬂa@fwaﬁﬂﬁmﬁ%ﬂ?%, s 37 srawi1 d g
forw g Inft & forg uta-adfa wmder shfaa Te9 Bt av 17% B

Certain neurodegenerative diseases, Alzheimer’s and other dementias, are more likely to
develop in women, both due to biological factors (oestrogen decline) and social conditions
(longer lifespan, isolation due to loss of spouse).

$3 dieT raerft T, S SrearsHR SR o fewifRm, nfganst & siftie fawRa = ot
TUTGT 3T §, Sfdds SR! (Tweier § fRTae) oik wmrfores uRkfRufaal (dst oy, Shamamd
DI GG & HRUT Cd) G B 9oig |
According to the Longitudinal Aging Study in India (LASI), women aged over 70 report
higher levels of cognitive impairment yet are less diagnosed and treated compared to men.
YR § HBIfa® JSTaRIT AT (LASI) & 3R, 70 a4 F (e g &1 Afgand 3=
g?ﬁﬁﬂﬁmaﬁaﬁf@éaﬂ?ﬁ%, forx 1t g Bt T H ST e SR IUER HH gl
I

Mental health issues among elderly women are under-reported, under-diagnosed, and under-
treated.

g Higarsit # ArHRYes Wy gawnsi ot 1 Rafén gt g, w49 e faar S g sik &0
IUER e g1

As per HelpAge India, only 1 in 10 elderly women with depressive symptoms seek help —
due to stigma as well as limited access to mental health services for the elderly.

33U & IR, AR U arell adt 10 W F 1 g AfGAT &1 A AT § —
Fddb & AY-H1Y IGI & (o8 AFRIG W Jarsfi db JHd ugd & HRUT|

Better care

IR T@UTA

Despite the many systemic challenges, elderly women in India proactively engage in many
activities that enhance their well-being.

UITGNTA AT & STdele, YR § 95 Afeard 9ichd &U ¥ %3 fafafial § YT ot § i
TP WY 3R STl Hl gl g |

Socially, elderly women tend to be deeply embedded in family and community networks.
These social engagements are potential protective factors against loneliness and cognitive
decline.

IS ¥U W, g Afeand URaR 3R AreEIiRie Aedd | T8Ts 9 Jot gl o | 3 AT
JETd BT R IFATHS B & I Juifad JReTEs FRS ¢ |

Many women also find joy and purpose in routines that keep them physically and mentally
active, such as walking groups, yoga classes, or taking up new hobbies such as painting or
music.

Hs Afgad I fafafeat § ot s 3R L2 UKl § ot I IRIN®G 3R AHRye ©u 3§ Ifshy
TG §, S aMfehTT Y, TNT B, a1 Ui iR Wit SRkt 78 Sferdl &1 So=|

Finally, educated women avail of better outpatient care, both in public and private facilities,
making years of schooling the primary driver of choice.
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3fda:, Riféra nfigard ardefe siR fsh S gfawrsit & 9gar aTer I SGUTe &1 aH I3k &,
o auf o1 e Rren v fAuifges eR$ 59 9 8|

e To truly support and empower elderly women in their health-seeking behaviours, India needs
to move to more inclusive gender-sensitive health systems.

I Hiearsil & 3% Wy et gt & arad # T SR q=16d 991 & iy, HRd &1
3ifYe TR 3R feiv-TaeT=ia Ty yunferat &1 3R g &1 TagHhdl 8|

e Policies need to acknowledge the gendered path of Indian women and how these factors

shape thelr ageing.

B RO Afgareft & fRi-3numa AFf o WeR B 3R I8 THSH &I ATTTHdl &
% 3 PRS 3P| JGITRIT BT HY YHIIT Hd & |

Deaths in northern
Thailand from
Typhoon Kajiki

Typhoon Kajiki has killed five people
and injured 15 in northern Thailand,
where flash floods and landslides
have struck 12 provinces. More than 6,300
residents and 1,800 households have been
affected, with at least seven people
reported missing. Authorities warn water
levels may rise as heavy rain is forecast to
continue through next week. reuters

Deaths in northern Thailand from
Typhoon Kajiki

Iﬁagvuﬁﬁsﬁammﬁlﬁﬁ

. Typhoon Kajiki has killed five people and injured
15 in northern Thailand, where flash floods and landslides
have struck 12 provinces.

TTZH BIFTHT A IR YTsas J Uig @i &t o o ot 3R
15 P! U1 HR o, STt S/EId 916 SR YFIe 3 12 Hidl
$1 guTfad faa

. More than 6,300 residents and 1,800 households
have been affected, with at least seven people reported
missing.

6,3009& 3iftre ARt 3k 1,800 UftaR THIfAd gU B, iR
%A Y HH HId @RI A9aT a8 T § |

Authorities warn water levels may rise as heavy rain

is forecast to continue through next week.

UG A a1 <t g o 5 TR 9 hdl § i 3T T db HIRY auf SR} X6 1

I B

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International

Relations

1. U.S. official calls conflict in Ukraine ‘Modi’s war’
MRS SAfIBRY A gb1 & TuY B A BT I FeT

2. Security agreement, business pacts, bullet train ride
on PM’s Japan agenda

TRET JHSIGT, ATUR JHSId, el e Il Y= &

W9 R & Tois |
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U.S. official calls conflict in Ukraine ‘Modi’s war’

Trump Trade Advisor accuses Indian offficials
of ‘arrogance’ and ‘profiteering’ from refining

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

day after the U.S.
Aimposed 25% se-
condary sanctions

on Indian goods as a penal-
ty for India’s purchases of
Russian oil, in addition to
the earlier 25% reciprocal
tariffs, the Trump adminis-
tration kept up its tirade,
terming the conflict in Uk-
raine “Modi’s war”.

The U.S. Opposition De-
mocratic party, however,
criticised the move, saying
that “singling out India”
would hurt the U.S. as well.
Former U.S. officials, in-
cluding former Ambassa-
dor Kenneth Juster, ex-
pressed hope that the
situation would be re-
solved at the highest levels,
potentially through a meet-
ing between U.S. President
Donald Trump and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

“India can get 25% off

the tariffs right now if they
agree to stop buying [Rus-
sian] oil and feeding the
war machine,” said Mr.
Trump’s Trade Advisor Pe-
ter Navarro, who has been
leading the charge on ta-
riffs. He accused Indian ne-
gotiators of falsely claiming
that India does not charge
high tariffs, and of “arro-
gance” in refusing to cut oil
imports from Russia, while
“profiteering” from refin-
ing Russian oil in partner-
ship with Russian refiners,
a reference to the Vadinar
refinery in Gujarat.

America’s cost

“Everybody in America
loses because of what India
is doing. Consumers and
businesses lose, workers
lose because India’s high
tariffs cost us jobs, income
and higher raises. The tax-
payers lose because we've
got to fund Modi’s war”
Mr. Navarro told the

Democrats slam Trump govt. for extra 25% sanctions
on India, noting that the Chinese buy more Russian oil

Everybody in the US. loses
because of what India is
doing. The taxpayers lose because - ;

we've got to fund Modi's war

PETER NAVARRO

-

U.S. President Donald Trump’s Trade Advisor

\Q

—

I thought India could be one
of the earlier deals and they
 kind of tapped us along in terms of
the negotiations. Then there is also
aspect of Russian crude purchases
which they've been profiteering on
SCOTT BESSENT

U.S. Treasury Secretary

‘Removal of tariffs
not a prerequisite
for trade talks’

NEW DELHI

The removal of the additional
259 tariff on India is not a
prerequisite for trade
negotiations to resume
between India and the United
States, but a trade deal would
not “be practical” if these
tariffs were to remain,
according to government
sources. » PAGE 12

Bloomberg news agency,
accusing India of “getting
in bed with the authoritar-
ians” like Russia and
China.

U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent called India-
U.S. ties a “complicated re-
lationship”, despite good
ties between Mr. Trump
and Mr. Modi, and said that

the issue was not just Rus-
sian oil purchases but In-
dia’s failure to make a deal
with the U.S. on trade.

“I thought India could
be one of the earlier deals
and they kind of tapped us
along in terms of the nego-
tiations. Then there is also
the aspect of the Russian
crude purchases which

they’ve been profiteering
on,” Mr. Bessent said on
Wednesday, where he said
the Indian rupee is at “an
all-time low” due to recent
developments.
Democratic lawmakers,
however, attacked the
Trump government, point-
ing out that China buys
more Russian oil than In-

dia. In the past month, Chi-
na has increased its intake
of Russian oil even as India
decreased its purchases.
“Instead of imposing
sanctions on China or oth-
ers purchasing larger
amounts of Russian oil,
Trump’s singling out India
with tariffs, hurting Ameri-
cans and sabotaging the
U.S-India relationship in
the process. It’s almost like
it's not about Ukraine at
all,” the Democrats in the
House Foreign Affairs
Committee said on X.
Meanwhile, a number of
former U.S. officials who
have dealt with India in the
past expressed their disap-
pointment with the situa-
tion leading to the U.S.
slapping 50% tariffs on In-
dian goods from August 27.
“Unfortunately, the Un-
ited States and India have
managed to convert what
appeared to be a true and
unprecedented win-win on

U.S. official calls conflict in Ukraine ‘Modi’s war’

AR} Sfrert A goba & Tud FY WY BT g Pl

Trump Trade Advisor accuses Indian off|C|aIs of arr

U IUR YAGHR - HRAd

oIl

R o R

bl

Former officials express hope that situation will
be solved at highest levels, possibly through talks

trade into a remarkable
lose-lose,” said Mark Lin-
scott, former U.S. trade ne-
gotiator, calling for “cooler
heads who understand the
value of the relationship”
to prevail.

M. Juster, also a former
U.S. Commerce official
who served as Ambassador
to India during the first
Trump term, told the
Council for Foreign Rela-
tions that Mr. Trump be-
lieves the U.S-India eco-
nomic relationship has
been “out of balance” for
many years. “[Mr.] Modi
needed to respond firmly
to the new tariffs. But he
should also be careful not
to paint himself into a cor-
ner and to remain open to
discussing ways to resolve
the trade dispute,” he said,
expressing the hope that
the leaders would meet on
the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly (UNGA)
in September.

nce’ and proflteermg from refining

Democrats slam Trump govt. for extra 25% sanctions on India, noting that the Chinese buy

more Russian oil

SHIHEY A ¢U WHR Bl HRA WR AR 25% Fferdel &1 siiel=1 &1, g bad gu fb I
34 et e wded &

Former officials express hope that situation will be solved at highest levels, possibly through

talks

Ud SifereeTiRal = TR e &t fob FRUFT &1 IH1UM S TR WR 81, WHId: aTdi & H1eqd 4§

A day after the U.S. imposed 25% secondary sanctions on Indian goods as a penalty for
India’s purchases of Russian oil, in addition to the earlier 25% reciprocal tariffs, the Trump
administration kept up its tirade, terming the conflict in Ukraine “Modi’s war”.
SARPT GRT URA B T4l dd Wi W HRATT IXG31 TR 25% feedias® ufady a1 & wa g
1e, 3R U8d A ) 25% TR SRE &b 3fadT, 70 TG A 30 ATl ot 3t 3R

geb & TIY & “HIE! HT IS HT|
The U.S. Opposition Democratic party, however, criticised the move, saying that “singling out
India” would hurt the U.S. as well.

graife, 3Rt fauel Srhfes urdl 3 39 HeH & TaAE-T &1 3R BT b “HRd BT 3IaT-

U HAT SARDBT B 1t THuH Ugar|
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Former U.S. officials, including former Ambassador Kenneth Juster, expressed hope that
the situation would be resolved at the highest levels, potentially through a meeting between
U.S. President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

8 gd IoTgd S SRR | 2nfid §, 7 = e & o fRufa &
T I TR TR G, WHaa: St PRy SHTeS U SR wur g W 3 o
& HIEH 9|
“India can get 25% off the tariffs right now if they agree to stop buying [Russian] oil and
feeding the war machine,” said Mr. Trump’s Trade Advisor Peter Navarro, who has been
leading the charge on tariffs.

“URd 31t 25% X F e U1 THdl & 3R 98 [F41] dd WG 98 HRA 3R & T B
S ST 98 B IR TgHd BiaT 8, ¢U & IR JARHR Hlex TR A HT, ot R & g, BT
AJA PR T

He accused Indian negotiators of falsely claiming that India does not charge high tariffs, and
of “arrogance” in refusing to cut oil imports from Russia, while “profiteering” from refining
Russian oil in partnership with Russian refiners, a reference to the Vadinar refinery in
Gujarat.

I8 YR arafdRI TR T8 ST GTa1 B BT SRIY T fh HRd 3= SR g @Il €,
3R EY J AT AT FH HRA Y IHR B § “3EHR’ G/ o1, Tafes T4t Rprg= & Ay
q@ﬁﬂﬁwmﬁwm@“mﬁ”mm SN TeRTd & af$aR Rw1g &1
HaH YTl

America’s cost

3MAR®T B @NTd

“Everybody in America loses because of what India is doing. Consumers and businesses
lose, workers lose because India’s high tariffs cost us jobs, income and higher raises. The
taxpayers lose because we’ve got to fund Modi’s war.”

“URT S IR 8T § ST AR H 8 Pis BR @1 ¢ 1 SUHITHT 3R T 8R I3 §, AOGR 8R
g € Hifd URd & I SR g8 T al, 3 3R 3= 9 H THUT UgT g & | HRadl 8R
W} ¢ Fifh 5o A $T g5 s HRAT IS @I - 17
Mr. Navarro told the Bloomberg news agency, accusing India of “getting in bed with the
authoritarians” like Russia and China.

ot TIRY 7 AT THER T 1 T, YR TR ¥ 3R A4 o “Trarfedt & ary fawR &
S &1 $RIY A1 gU

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent called India-U.S. ties a “complicated relationship”,
despite good ties between Mr. Trump and Mr. Modi, and said that the issue was not just
Russian oil purchases but India’s failure to make a deal with the U.S. on trade.

3Rt i Tfug wple e 3 URA-3MAR®T et o “Sfed der &gl Safd ¢u 3R At &
o1 3/ Tay §, 3R Fel foh YeT had w4t dd Wil Tal dfews SMR®T & WY TR W
T 9 B U= &7 o g

“l thought India could be one of the earlier deals and they kind of tapped us along in terms of
the negotiations. Then there is also the aspect of the Russian crude purchases which they’'ve
been profiteering on,” Mr. Bessent said on Wednesday, where he said the Indian rupee is at
“an all-time low” due to recent developments.

« “T& T YR LHATH Wiet H T U g Iabdl 8 3R 31 84 aradid § sgamar| frr wdit
F 9d B TG BT Ued W § O R I FAere) e @ 8, 4 98¢ 3 gUaR &) Hgl, Sfei
511 Hel fos BT g H! & HRUT YR SUAT “3(d P & qad (el wWR” W

Democratic lawmakers, however, attacked the Trump government, pointing out that China
buys more Russian oil than India. In the past month, China has increased its intake of
Russian oil even as India decreased its purchases.

BTdifdh, SHhied WG!3 U WRBHR TR gHA fal 3R Fel for I URa & 8iftres ¥t a«
e 2| frod 7R § 99 3 = 30 3w g1 & wef vRa T o wdie ger

“Instead of imposing sanctions on China or others purchasing larger amounts of Russian oil,
Trump’s singling out India with tariffs, hurting Americans and sabotaging the U.S.-India
relationship in the process. It's almost like it's not about Ukraine at all,” the Democrats in the
House Foreign Affairs Committee said on X.
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T T 3 - TR SN 31fAe [ H T4 A9 Wi IR €, U T & SO, U HRd &
RE & 1Y SAT-YTHT IR I8 8, o SARTEHl BT JHU 81 8T § SR SARBI-URA dae
) TSI gD 8T 8| T T § SN I8 b1 & aR | e -1al 8, wfafAfd ur &t faesh
ool &t Qi ¥ SHIdhcy A T IR &gl

Meanwhile, a number of former U.S. officials who have dealt with India in the past expressed

their disappointment with the situation leading to the U.S. slapping 50% tariffs on Indian
goods from August 27.

2 o9, &3 ud MRt sif¥eiial 3, e orcdid & YRa @ fuer 8, fRufq wR fRm=n o &,
I HRUT MRS 7 27 PR & YR axI37 TR 50% W T

“Unfortunately, the United States and India have managed to convert what appeared to be a
true and unprecedented win-win on trade into a remarkable lose-lose,” said Mark Linscott,
former U.S. trade negotiator, calling for “cooler heads who understand the value of the
relationship” to prevail.

"quiTaRr, ARSI R YR 3 IRaq & AR & U 31agd sfid-oitd Tefid 2 36T 41 38 T
IEH1g BR-8R & 9ed faar 8, gd 3miRe) AR ardieR ATd feideie 3 Her, 3R “U- wid
femmT @) AT 9dTs off Yaeh & Jod & IHId & 17

Mr. Juster, also a former U.S. Commerce official who served as Ambassador to India during

the first Trump term, told the Council for Foreign Relations that Mr. Trump believes the U.S.-
India economic relationship has been “out of balance” for many years.

ot SReR, S T gd SRkt arforey SfrRY off & ofR Ugel <u HrfdTe & gRM YR B IrSigd
T, ﬁﬁéﬂé‘%ﬂtﬁwﬁaﬁm% ot < F1 AT ] T sARe®T-uRa snffer Tay &S auf 9
“[Mr.] Modi needed to respond firmly to the new tariffs. But he should also be careful not to
paint himself into a corner and to remain open to discussing ways to resolve the trade
dispute,” he said, expressing the hope that the leaders would meet on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly (UNGA) in September.

18 M B 7T R B =gl A SaTg 1 AN Al 3= I8 Hi WiayH @ =ity b ga
DI P T T Yohd 3R AR faaTg &1 YagH & Rid! R T49! & 8 Ga I8,” I8 Hel, Tg
3TRIT 73 R §U b Al e # HYed MY HERAHT (UNGA) & Hidb IR et |

Sticks and stones

A protester throws a stone at riot police during a demonstration in Jakarta, Indonesia, on Thursday, against allowances for parliament
members. Thousands took to the streets over a monthly housing allowance for MPs, which was nearly 10 times Jakarta’s minimum wage. AP

e ﬁmm’-‘f';h——v

5 N
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Security agreement, business pacts,
bullet train ride on PM’s Japan agenda

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Japanese
counterpart, Shigeru Ishi-
ba, will travel together on a
bullet train during his two-
day visit to Japan from
Friday.

In a statement shortly
before leaving for Tokyo on
Thursday night, Mr. Modi
said the visit would “ex-
pand the scope and ambi-
tion” of economic and in-
vestment ties, and
“advance cooperation in
new and emerging tech-
nologies, including Al and
Semiconductors”.

During the visit, the two
Prime Ministers will hold
the much-delayed 15" an
nual summit, and are ex-
pected to upgrade the
2008 Declaration on Se-
curity Cooperation, includ-
ing defence hardware pur-
chases, launch an
“Economic Security” in-
itiative to build resilient
supply chains in areas such
as critical minerals and ar-
tificial intelligence, and in-
crease Japan’s investment

In schedule: During his visit, Narendra Modi will travel by a bullet
train to Sendai with Shigeru Ishiba. FILE PHOTO

targets to about $68 billion.

They will also discuss
the India-Japan Indo-Pacif-
ic plans for the Quad sum-
mit due to be held in India,
in the face of growing In-
dia-U.S. tensions.

The leaders will attend a
business event on the side-
lines of the visit, and offi-
cials estimate that nearly
100 business-to-business
(B2B) agreements are likely
to be signed. While bilater-
al trade between India and
Japan is relatively low at
about $22.8 billion, Japan
is India’s fifth-largest
source of foreign direct in-

vestment, with $43.2 bil-
lion cumulative investment
up to December 2024.

The two sides are also
expected to discuss Mr.
Modi’s travel from Japan to
China to attend the SCO
Summit, where he will
hold talks with Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

Meeting with diaspora

Mr. Modi will arrive in To-
kyo on Friday morning. Mr
Modi is also expected to
meet with some members
of the Indian diaspora that

number about
across the country.

At the India-Japan Sum-
mit, the two sides will re-
lease a joint statement as
well as the 2035 Vision
Statement to upgrade the
2025 Vision Statement an-
nounced by Mr. Modi and
then Prime Minister Shin-
zo Abe a decade ago.

On Saturday, Mr. Modi
and Mr. Ishiba will travel
by the Shinkansen High
Speed Rail Network, or
bullet train, to Sendai in
Miyagi Prefecture, recreat-
ing a ride Mr. Modi took
with Abe in 2016. They will
visit a semiconductor fac-
tory and inspect the Toho-
ku Shinkansen factory of
the East Japan Railway
Company, officials said.
They will discuss the next
steps in the 508-km Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad Shinkan-
sen project, launched in
2017 with Japanese fund-
ing. Japan has been India’s
largest overseas develop-
ment aid donor since 1958,
and the Shinkansen pro-
ject, originally billed at $17
billion, is a major venture
for both countries.

54,000

Security agreement, business pacts, bullet train ride on
PM’s Japan agenda

TR &T ST, amtnvmsﬁ?r gde ¢ an UUTHHA &
W9 R & Teie A

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart, Shigeru Ishiba,

will travel together on a bullet train during his two-day visit to Japan from

Friday.
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FUTHA % Al 3R 391 STt aHw e RIS sRar 3ppar | 3RF 1 9
ST & ¢l feawiia g & SR U 1Y gae o A T Bt

¢ In a statement shortly before leaving for Tokyo on Thursday night, Mr. Modi said the visit
would “expand the scope and ambition” of economic and investment ties, and “advance
cooperation in new and emerging technologies, including Al and Semiconductors”.
AR 74 SIFT G 514 ¥ 31 Ugd Tdh a9 J, ot A1t = Fe1 foh a8 GR1 onfdfep iR o
Tl B “GRR 3R HeTHIe B TSI, 3R “T 3R IH! Wrenfifeal, 5d vand o
Aefiersdes W &, § T B o S

e During the visit, the two Prime Ministers will hold the much-delayed 15th annual summit, and
are expected to upgrade the 2008 Declaration on Security Cooperation, including defence
hardware purchases, launch an “Economic Security” initiative to build resilient supply
chains in areas such as critical minerals and artificial intelligence, and increase Japan’s
investment targets to about $68 billion.
IR P RM, T v 7 THg ¥ dfed 159 arfitfe RReR a@a o1 3o 3, R
IiE 8 {6 3 2008 & FRET TEANT WU U HI I BT, TG I8 IUHRT WG i
%, 3o WM U5T L& S 1 Ageayqul @it R $Hw giSwrar 99 & & adieht
STYfet YAATT SIS S T, SR U & a1 A&7 B AT 68 faferas star & g1 94 |

o They will also discuss the India-Japan Indo-Pacific plans for the Quad summit due to be
held in India, in the face of growing India-U.S. tensions.
3 HRA-STUT $81-0Rfhe Aiere R ot =i 337, S WRd | mfrd 811 a1d #1s RrEw
WA & o ], 9gd §T YRA-3MReT a91a & o |

e The leaders will attend a business event on the sidelines of the visit, and officials estimate
that nearly 100 business-to-business (B2B) agreements are likely to be signed. While
bllateral trade between India and Japan is relatively low at about $22.8 billion, Japan is

i#thalargest source of foreign direct investment (Singapore, Mauritius, the
Unlted States the Netherlands, and Japan), with $43.2 billion cumulativeT tment up to
ﬁmwﬁ%%ﬁwwmmﬁ HIT T, SR SRBTREY BT 3 § fb @
100W®W(st)mﬁﬁwm&ﬂmaﬁﬁwﬁm%l Safe WRd 3R ST
¥ o1 fguelta MR sendd & &, TIHT 22.8 faferamt star, S yRa &1 weaer fagzh
?ﬁmmaﬁw@a% g Urg fadaR 2024 d 43.2 fafera= sTer &1 a Ry
I

e The two sides are also expected to discuss Mr. Modi’s travel from Japan to China to attend
the SCO Summit, where he will hold talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

3T el T g5 oft 3wdie § f 3 oY At &t Siru @ 19 o1 a6 &R ==t e aife 3 eeeiten
amzﬂaﬁmwaﬁﬁ # 4T o O, SRt 3 e wrgufa i i ok Wit wgufa snfek gl ©
|

Meeting with c!iaspora
yaRit YRR & garerd

e Mr. Modi will arrive in Tokyo on Friday morning. Mr Modi is also expected to meet with
some members of the Indian diaspora that number about 54,000 across the country.

ot A1} IepaR gag il g | o At § g ot Iufie §T% 9 OX o1 H TRIHT 54,000
=T aTel R Yot Her & $© gad § off el |

e At the India-Japan Summit, the two sides will release a joint statement as well as the 2035
Vision Statement to upgrade the 2025 Vision Statement announced by Mr. Modi and then

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe a decade ago.

YRA-SITUT RRER e O, 31 98 e |gad 9919 3R 1Y g 2035 faw- Wede ot
HA! A1 2025 faoT Wede o1 39 fovar o1 Id, o/ oft A 3iR 39 woa & et R
3Td = U G Ugal Ui favar Tl

e On Saturday, Mr. Modi and Mr. Ishiba will travel by the Shinkansen High Speed Rail

Network, or bullet train, to Sendai in Miyagi Prefecture, recreating a ride Mr. Modi took
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with Abe in 2016. They will visit a semiconductor factory and inspect the Tohoku
Shinkansen factory of the East Japan Railway Company, officials said.

TifaR &, ft A ok ot 3R1aT Rivma= g15 wis Ya Aead a1 gae o 3 it
MHERR & VG5 P IA HUI, S I8 AT AIGRT §18 S S ot 7t 2016 H 3T &
Y B! 1 3 T Ariireaer Badt &1 gRT BT 3R II¢ ST Yed SU-1 &1 digip
RieTa Hadt o1 e w37, w1l 3 o1l

They will discuss the next steps in the 508-km Mumbal-Ahmedabad hinkansen project,
launched in 2017 with Japanese fundi 3]
development aid donor since 1958, and the Shinkansen project, originally billed at $17
billion, is a major venture for both countries.

3 508-fP Yas-3rgHeraTe RIETHIAT URTISHT & 3T Herl W =l B, O 2017 &
SITUT farawor & 91y I far T o7 S 1958 ¥ YR BT ey g7 faezh e
ETT STdT 361 &, RIS g, S/t uRfHe 17 fafera= sfer st 18
o, T <=1 & oY T T SushH & |
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India, Saudi
hold 7th joint
defence panel
meet in Delhi
iGS I India-Saudi Arabia |

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The 7th meeting of the In-
dia-Saudi Arabia Joint
Committee on Defence
Cooperation (JCDC) was
held in New Delhi on
Thursday.

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, both sides
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to strengthening bi-
lateral defence coopera-
tion and noted the
progress made in imple-
menting key decisions
from the previous JCDC
meeting. India offered to
provide training to the Sau-
di Armed Forces and ex-
plored avenues of coopera-
tion in cyber security, IT,
disaster management and
tactical communications.

The Indian delegation
also showcased indigenous
defence  manufacturing
capabilities and proposed
opportunities for joint pro-
duction and equipment
partnerships with Saudi
Arabia, the Ministry
added.

India, Saudi hold 7th joint defence panel
meet in Delhi

YR, el A feeett A 7df Igaa vam afufa
ot doB B

o The 7th meeting of the India-Saudi Arabia Joint Committee on
Defence Cooperation (JCDC) was held in New Delhi on Thursday.
YRA-HSH¢! 3RT YYad Y& GeahT GiAfa (JeDC) & 7df 96 AR & 78
NI &
. According to the Ministry of Defence, both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening bilateral defence cooperation and noted the
progress made in implementing key decisions from the previous JCDC
meeting.
& WATAT o AR, G ugll = fguella & IganT o golgd &R o Ul
Uil & grexr 3R Ut JeDe 8% T fore 7T v il &t arp &
o g8 WIfd &I e foan|

. India offered to provide training to the Saudi Armed Forces and
explored avenues of cooperation in cyber security, IT, disaster
management and tactical communications.

YRA 7 TS<] IR FaA1 D! UTR&UT U B B UNHY B 3R HISE
JRET, TSN, 3T e MR JTARS JaR & JgaNT & TR Jar |

. The Indian delegation also showcased indigenous defence
manufacturing capabilities and proposed opportunities for joint production
and equipment partnerships with Saudi Arabia, the Ministry added.

yRaIREEe 3 e 36 AT emareh o vegi of far ok
TSl 3T & 1Y HYad TG 3R IUSRUT TSGR & AR 6T YKTd
@1, HATT | Shel|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Polity,
Governance,And International Relations)

1. Five ISRO technologies transferred to private firms
Ui gO:1 Wit it suf~ai ot gwaiaia

2. Industrial growth recovers to four-month high of 3.5%
on broad-based growth

NP 9fS 3.5% P IR ATE I I=AH TR W ATUSD

gfs & 91y =: Ut
3. Nearly 60% of MGNREGS budget already spent in first
5 months of financial year
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fa<ig 9 & ugd 5 Al & AR I6i¢ BT THIT 60%
Ugd B @d gl gl o

4. Beyond science fiction: artificial wombs and real
progress of fertility treatments

O Fu1 9 R FHEW THiIRE SR U STERI Bt
qr&ifd® Wt

5. War cry

gy
6. Déja vu
S q

7. India’s demographic dividend as a time bomb
YR BT STHIRSTDIT ATHIRI TP TH 97 & U |

8. Building health for 1.4 billion Indians
1.4 3RT URGAIA! & fore Ty fAmtor

9. Should States be compensated for revenue loss from
GST reforms?

TSI DI STTAET URT | g4 a1 Mo JHA Dt
YRUTE B ST+ ATRT?

10. Which sectors are worst hit by tariffs?

DI ¥ &7 R® I Fad W1eT YUIfad 87
11. Why U.S. is ending duty-free imports of low-value
goods?

12. 3MANDT - 1 I & SYEI-I6T AT DI FI
T PR ¥8T 872
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Five ISRO technologies transferred to private firms

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian National Space
Promotion and Authoriza-
tion Centre (IN-SPACe) has
facilitated the transfer of
five technologies deve-
loped by ISRO to five In-
dian companies.

IN-SPACe which is the
single window agency for
all space sector activities of
private entities, said that
the transfers are aimed at
driving commercialisation,
strengthening self-re-
liance, reducing imports,
and enabling wider appli-
cations of space technolo-
gies in sectors such as auto-
motive, biomedical, and
industrial manufacturing.

For biomedical use

It added that one of the
technologies, the Low
Temperature Co-Fired Ce-
ramic (LTCC) Multi-Chip

IN-SPACe says the transfer is aimed at enabling wider applications
of space technologies in sectors such as automotive, biomedical,
and industrial manufacturing. REUTERS

Module, developed by
Space Application Centre
(SAC), enables the integra-
tion of multiple semicon-
ductor chips into a single
compact module.

This has been acquired
by M/s Voltix Semicon Pvt.
Ltd., Pune, for biomedical
use, particularly in RT-PCR
kits requiring high-volume

production. Voltix current-
ly depends on imports for
this technology; the Transf-
er of Technology (ToT) will
enhance domestic capabil-
ity and self-reliance.

For solar panel bonding
Another, the RTV Silicone
Single-Part Adhesive (SIL-
CEM R9), developed by

Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre (VSSC), is a room-
temperature curable adhe-
sive. It has been acquired
by M/s Crest Speciality Re-
sins Pvt. Ltd., Ahmedabad,
for solar panel bonding.
“At present, this adhe-
sive is imported; the ToT
will ensure local availabili-
ty, reduce dependence on
imports, and boost indige-
nisation,” IN-SPACe said.

For industrial use

The other three technolo-
gies that were transferred
to industries are: Azista
Composites Pvt. Ltd., Hyd-
erabad - Film Adhesives
EFA 1753 and EFA 1752 de-
veloped by VSSC; Ananth
Technologies Pvt. Ltd.,
Hyderabad - 30W HMC
DC-DC Converter deve-
loped by UR Rao Satellite
Centre (URSC); and Push-
pak Aerospace India Pvt.
Ltd., Bengaluru - Anodisa-

Five ISRO technologies transferred to private firms
vt 3R wenfifeat fAeht wuf~al @) gxaaia

The Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) has
facilitated the transfer of five technologies developed by ISRO to five Indian

companies.

YR
I

AT, 3R Sialer Uenfifeal & mus IUTNT BT & ST g oY f e argd,

tion of 3D-printed Al-10Si-
Mg alloy developed by
URSC.

“These transfers high-
light the growing capabili-
ty and confidence of In-
dian industry. While some
of these technologies will
directly substitute imports,
others will unlock applica-
tions well beyond the
space sector. The true im-
pact will be realised when
industry scales them up for
widespread use. IN-SPACe,
together with ISRO and
NewSpace India Limited,
will remain a partner in
enabling that journey,” Dr.
Pawan Goenka, chairman,
IN-SPACe, said. Rajeev Jyo-
ti, director, Technical Di-
rectorate, IN-SPACe, said
that with the transfer of the
five Technology Transfer
Agreements (TTAs), the to-
tal number of TTAs execut-
ed with industries has
reached 98.

3afver Jaef MR UIfUerur F5 (IN-SPACe) A ISRO §RT fasfia
[ B Uig URAR SUFT] ®I geaidivd HI- B AT ue™ 1 g1

o IN-SPACe which is the single window agency for all space sector activities of private entities,
said that the transfers are aimed at driving commercialisation, strengthening self-reliance,
reducing imports, and enabling wider applications of space technologies in sectors such as
automotive, biomedical, and industrial manufacturing.

IN-SPACe, S foft Truraff ot @aft ofafer &= nfafafiat & fow vord fass! woidt 8, 3 w1 fo
T SXIIRUN BT 35T HATTHARIIBRUT &1 Fgral o1, STATTHREAT BT Holgd HRAT, Smard FH

TaAfEHa ok shenfire fafemfor &= )

For biomedical use

ia-Rifecia Suah & fig
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It added that one of the technologies, the Low Temperature Co-Fired Ceramic (LTCC)
Multi-Chip Module, developed by Space Application Centre (SAC), enables the integration
of multiple semiconductor chips into a single compact module.

W SifeT T foh U Uiefient, @ SHRER S-S QRIS (LTCC) Aedl-Riv uisya, st
WY TP Ve (SAC) GRT [IHRId B! 78 8, s Y saeR I & Tohd dIide Alsgd
B UiHd B H & I g

This has been acquired by M/s Voltix Semicon Pvt. Ltd., Pune, for biomedical use,
particularly in RT-PCR Kkits requiring high-volume production. Voltix currently depends on
imports for this technology; the Transfer of Technology (ToT) will enhance domestic
capability and self-reliance.

Y TH/TY difecad AffeT urgde fifies, qof gr1 Sa-fafeclia 3uai & fom siftrifea
foran T B, faRiy U ¥ SRd}-fRftaR forew & S 3= A1 & SdIGA St Sa=adhdl 3ad 6|
e gaam & 39 Wit & oy smard R fR 8; Menfiet gxaiaror (ToT) TR &
3R SMAMHRAT Y T

For solar panel bonding

IR U a4 & forg

Another, the RTV Silicone Single-Part Adhesive (SILCEM R9), developed by Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC), is a room-temperature curable adhesive. It has been
acquired by M/s Crest Spemallty Resms Pvt. Ltd., Ahmedabad, for solar panel bonding.
TH 37, IR fufera = Rivrer qs%ﬁm(SH_CHEM R9), Gﬁﬁwmmn'é 3fafes
¥ (VSSC) gRT faswRa %EHTPZIT%, TP HHR & 99 R T g aral fage™ arer gerd g1
$U TH/TH e WRIferet I wTgde fifies, srewerere gR1 Ok U s & o siftrifea
far m gl
“At present, this adhesive is imported; the ToT will ensure local availability, reduce
dependence on imports, and boost indigenisation,” IN-SPACe said.

I H, I8 faue™ aren uerd Smard a1 ST §; ToT RIF Iudsidl YAfd e, s
TR FRar & F9 HIM 3R FaSRAHRT ! §¢Ia1 SM,” IN-SPACe A FET|

For industrial use

¥ forg

The other three technologies that were transferred to industries are: Azista Composites Pvt.
Ltd., Hyderabad — Film Adhesives EFA 1753 and EFA 1752 developed by VSSC; Ananth
Technologies Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad — 30W HMC DC-DC Converter developed by UR Rao
Satellite Centre (URSC); and Pushpak Aerospace India Pvt. Ltd., Bengaluru —
Anodisation of 3D-printed Al-10SiMg alloy developed by URSC.

317 i it S I &1 gwardiRd &1 T8 §, 4 §: sfvrar sranforew wrgae fafies,
gerTaTG -~ fihe useRisd EFA 1753 3R EFA 1752 (VSSC gRT faswfd); 3d eaiarsie
uTgac fIfis, 8¢RETE - 30W HMC DC-DC H=acy (Y 3R @ Ve arse WeX URSC GRT
fawfra); o gue TaRa $f3ar urgde fifies, d7ge - 3D-gf%d Al-10siMg firy arg
T TAISTSSIRA (URSC gRT fasfie)|
“These transfers highlight the growing capability and confidence of Indian industry. While
some of these technologies will directly substitute imports, others will unlock applications well
beyond the space sector. The true impact will be realised when industry scales them up for
widespread use. IN-SPACe, together with ISRO and NewSpace India Limited, will remain a
partner in enabling that journey,” Dr. Pawan Goenka, chalrman IN SPACe said.

Y GEATARUN HRTT IR B dgcll &HdT 3R 34T &) IR 1 & | Safs 399 A 8
it e arard 1 R o, o7 SfdfRer & A HET SN P SUANT B @renTl | IRAfID
U a9 TEY a1 ST Sid IR I8 IS IYART & ol ST IN-SPACe, ISRO 3R
gy gfsar fafiids & v e 59 I & 98l $=A § YAleR §491 387, ST uad
TGPT, A&, IN-SPACe, - HET|
Rajeev Jyoti, director, Technical Directorate, IN-SPACe, said that with the transfer of the
five Technology Transfer Agreements (TTAs), the total number of TTAs executed with
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industries has reached 98.

Ireiig S, e, de-ite! =T, IN-SPACe, = o8l f uia Wieifiiet g&aidror
gﬁgﬁ?ﬁ(TTAg%W%W'a,@ﬁ%waﬁmﬁmmsaﬁﬁmgswu@ﬁ
|
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Industrial growth recovers
to four-month high of 3.5%
on broad-based growth

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Industrial growth jumped
to a four-month high of
3.5% in July 2025, driven by
a broad-based recovery in
the manufacturing, elec-
tricity, capital, and con-
sumer goods sectors.

However, the Index of
Industrial Production for
July 2025, released by the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementa-
tion on Thursday, grew at a
slower pace than the 5%
growth seen in July 2024.

The manufacturing sec-
tor grew at a six-month
high of 5.4% in July 2025,
compared to 4.7% in July
2024. The electricity sec-
tor saw growth returning
in July 2025 after two
months of contraction.

It grew 0.6% in July
2025, compared to 7.9% in
July last year.

The mining sector
(-7.2%), however, conti-
nued to contract in July

Industrial recovery

The Index of Industrial Production growth rate
in July stood at 3.5%, a four-month high

Jan. 2025

April 2025

July 2025

SOURCE: MINISTRY OF STATISTICS & PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION

2025, its fourth consecu-
tive month of contraction.

According to Madan
Sabnavis, chief economist
at the Bank of Baroda, the
sector’s relatively poor per-
formance can be attribut-
ed to the monsoon as well
as to subdued demand.

Capital goods sector
The capital goods sector
grew by 5% in July, on top
of an already high base of
11.7% in July 2024.

“Overall, the metals and
machinery segments have

done well, with basic me-
tals, fabricated metals, and
electric machinery regis-
tering  double digit
growth,” he said.

“Non-metallic mineral
products too registered an
impressive growth of 9.5%.
This is a positive sign for in-
vestment taking place in
the economy.”

The consumer durables
sector grew at a seven-
month high of 7.7% in July,
while the consumer non-
durables sector grew at an
eight-month high of 0.5%.

Industrial growth recovers to four-month high of 3.5% on
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broad-based growth
NI 9fS 3.5% P IR ATE BT ITTH TR TR ATIP gl

& 1Y T: UTwl

Industrial growth jumped to a four-month high of 3.5% in July 2025, driven by a
broad-based recovery in the manufacturing, electricity, capital, and consumer
goods sectors.

3NeNfire gfs Jams 2025 A 3.5% Ht IR AT $t SEdH WR W Ugd TS, ford
fafemtor, fyorett, golt siik Suviear axgasii & &=t # smue gvffa | g e

¢ However, the Index of Industrial Production (lIP) for July 2025, released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation on Thursday, grew at a slower pace than the
5% growth seen in July 2024.
gTaifer, TifTdt ik FRiwpH Fraf-aaT HATa gRT TSR & ORI JadTs 2025 & Stefis

I JABTH (||P)ﬁq@ﬁrrl%rgmézoz4ﬁaﬁ5% gfg O et 33T

o The manufacturing sector grew at a six-month high of 5.4% in July 2025, compared to
4.7% in July 2024. The electricity sector saw growth returning in July 2025 after two
months of contraction.
fafeator &= A Jars 2025 T 5.4% S B AIE FT IATH I(G Gol DI, Ta(D JTg 2024 T T
4.7% 2| fyorelt &= & €1 118 @ fRTaC & 916 Jars 2025 5 3ig &9 g3 |

o It grew 0.6% in July 2025, compared to 7.9% in July last year.
TATs 2025 & T8 0.6% e, & fUsd ad JaTg & I8 7.9% Tl

e The mining sector (-7.2%), however, continued to contract in July 2025, its fourth
consecutive month of contraction.

BT, WA & (-7.2%) 3 JATS 2025 H TR 1Y 7T fR1dE g5 Bt

e According to Madan Sabnavis, chief economist at the Bank of Baroda, the sector’s relatively
poor performance can be attributed to the monsoon as well as to subdued demand.

9% 3P TSIeT & T AR AT A & SR, 39 &3 & 3UeHd HHR Ua-
BT HROT AFYA R I A5

Capital goods sector

Ui a¥g &=

e The capital goods sector grew by 5% in July, on top of an already high base of 11.7% in
July 2024.

wﬂwaﬁaﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁs%ﬁq@aﬁﬁ e JaATE 2024 & U U & I SMUR 11.7%

) “Overall the metals and machinery segments have done well, with basic metals, fabricated
metals, and electric machlne\%{reglstermg double digit growth,” he said.

G%ﬁﬁw, P e, 3 331 UeRA fara g, oref g erqu, fAffa
uTgt SR fgyga mﬁqﬁ%aﬁmﬁﬁq@aﬁaﬁ%r’

¢ “Non-metallic mineral products too registered an impressive growth of 9.5%. This is a
positive sign for investment taking place in the economy.”

-uTfa® @i el 3 1 9.5% Pt THTaRITel 3G ool @ 8| I8 rdaraw § g1 3@ faw
¥ for IS hd g 1”

e The consumer durables sector grew at a seven-month high of 7.7% in July, while the
consumer non-durables sector grew at an eight-month high of 0.5%.

SUUIFT fewTS; 9 &7 - qaATS | 7.7% $! Ad HIE B! I=AH Jia Gol 1, Sdlids SUHIRIT
IR-EPTS I &F 3 0.5% DI 3116 HIE BT F=AH IfG &0l Bl |

Eight Core Industries (with weights in lIP)

1. Refinery Products — 28.04%
2. Electricity—19.8i7o

—
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3. Steel —17.92%

4. Coal—10.33%

5. Crude Oil — 8.98%
6. Natural Gas — 6.8

eme 5
8 Fertlllzers 2.63%
ogetheT; : es have 40.27% weight in IIP.

Page26

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in R



amitg
Pencil

amitg
Pencil

https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Nearly 60% of MGNREGS
budget already spent in first
5 months of financial year

NEW DELHI

Nearly 60% of the budget
allocated for the Union go-
vernment’s flagship rural
employment programme
— Mahatma Gandhi Nation-
al Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) — has been ex-
hausted with a month still
left to go for the second
quarter to end. As per the
data available with the Mi-
nistry of Rural Develop-
ment, 351,521 crore out of
386,000 crore earmarked
in the Union Budget for
2025-26 has been spent till
date.

The Finance Ministry re-
cently capped spending
under the programme at
60% of its annual alloca-
tion for the first half of the
financial year. The govern-
ment thus will be left with

A;c, much as 38% of the budget
went into covering the pending
liability from 2024-25.

¥79 crore under the pro-
gramme for September.
There are 12.15 crore active
T ——t

workers who rely on the
scheme to supplement
their household’s income.

Nearly 38% of the bud-
get allocated in 2025-26
went into covering the
pending liability from the
previous financial year of
2024-25.

In reply to a question in
the Lok Sabha posed by
Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra on August 5,
the Ministry said that as on
April 1, an amount of
%17,259.56 crore was pend-
ing as wage liabilities and
%15,641 crore as material
liabilities from 2024-25.
The expenditure in the cor-
responding period of that
financial year was 361,829
crore, leading to a severe
shortfall. No additional
funds were allocated to the
programme.

According to sources,
top officials of the Ministry
of Rural Development have
again reached out to the Fi-
nance Ministry asking for a
revised allocation, but
sources said that so far
there were no indications
from the Finance Ministry
on allotting additional
funds.

Nearly 60% of MGNREGS budget already spent in first 5
months of financial year

fairg 9 & uga 5 AT & TR IO BT AT 60% Ugal

HECERI RGOk
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Nearly 60% of the budget allocated for the Union government'’s flagship rural employment
programme — Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) — has been exhausted with a month still left to go for the second quarter to
end.

&% PR P TG UTHITT JASATR IS — HETeAT Tieh THIOT ISR TREL T
(W) — & fQTE Sfrafed Soie &1 TRTHIT 60% T Bl g1 § Ididh gu! [qHTe! & T g o
31t T TG ST

As per the data available with the Ministry of Rural Development, 351,521 crore out of
86,000 crore earmarked in the Union Budget 2025-26 has been spent till date.

YTHIVT fIPRT HATAT & U IUA 3Hh S| & IR, 386,000 HAS T I 251,521 HIIS off
Ffta goie 2025-26 T FuiRd fHu MU A, 319 9% T fbd o1 g

The Finance Ministry recently capped spending under the programme at 60% of its annual
allocation for the first half of the financial year.

o wamera = 51a @ § 39 wriwd & siavfa T &1 fadta adf &t gl Al & o arftfe
TG BT 60% ddb T B feaT|

The government thus will be left with ¥79 crore under the programme for September.

T JHR WHR & U Fdar & fOIU 39 %A & Sidifd dad 379 HRIS AN 3§ S |
There are 12.15 crore active workers who rely on the scheme to supplement their
household’s income.

Y TS TR U BR B 31 B! I HRA & [T 12.15 BAS Tfevd offes AR |1

Nearly 38% of the budget allocated in 2025-26 went into covering the pending liability from
the previous financial year of 2024-25.

2025-26 T 31dfed ToIc &1 TTHT 38% U facii af 2024-25 &1 g6/ AN B T
& | Il T

In reply to a question in the Lok Sabha posed by Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra on
August 5, the Ministry said that as on April 1, an amount of ¥17,259.56 crore was pending
as wage liabilities and 15,641 crore as material liabilities from 2024-25.

AU T 5 ITRA B! JUIHA DU GG HGHT HISAT §RT G TT UY & IR H, {0 A Hgl
% 1 3M0e dF, 2024-25 T 217,259.56 PHRIS Holg! IHMAT 3R 215,641 RIS AHRR eIl
& ¥ H dfed U

The expenditure in the corresponding period of that financial year was 361,829 crore, leading
to a severe shortfall. No additional funds were allocated to the programme.

39 foxita avf ot 33t 3rafy H @<l 261,829 AT U1, oG iR HHT 32 | HrfpH & fow oI5
SHfafa U= srrdfed =Tet fovan |

According to sources, top officials of the Ministry of Rural Development have again reached
out to the Finance Ministry asking for a revised allocation, but sources said that so far there
were no indications from the Finance Ministry on allotting additional funds.

Hrdl & , ATHIUT fapT™T THaTera & =Y ifaTial = R & fam wamera © =N srded
D G Bt 5, A1 AT A gl foh 3fd I fas Haarea ot 3R I 3ifdfad o sirdfed w4 &
B Tohd eI et B
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Beyond science fiction: artificial wombs
and real progress of fertility treatments

Gita Aravamudan

According to reports that sur-
faced on the internet last week,
a Chinese firm announced plans
to create the world’s first preg-
nancy robot with an artificial
womb. It was fake news, and all
the major news outlets bought
it. Because it made flashy sci-fi
headlines especially in a world
where anything seems possible
with omnipresent Artificial intel-
ligence (AI).

It was fake news, and all the
major news outlets bought it.
Because it made flashy sci-fi hea-
dlines especially in a world
where anything seems possible
with omnipresent Artifi®al intel-
ligence (AI).

My book on surrogacy, Baby
Makers, which came out in 2016
had a chapter called Virgin Birth
and Womb Banks, where I dis-
cussed the possibilities of sex-
less reproduction and artificial
wombs which could be enabled
by cutting edge technology.

It sounded then like science
fiction. And it still remains in the
realm of science fiction. But
though we are nowhere near
producing an artificial womb
which can gestate and nurture a
human being, the research in
this field has been on-going for
quite a few years now.

More than 10 years ago when

Though we are nowhere near producing an artificial womb which can gestate
and nurture a human being, the research in this field has been on-going for quite
a few years now. ISTOCKPHOTO

I was researching my book, I
read about Hung-Ching Liu, Pro-
fessor of Reproductive Medi-
cine at Cornell University, U.S.,
who had engineered endome-
trial tissue by prompting cells to
grow in an artificial uterus. Ap-
parently, he was also able to suc-
cessfully implant and grow the
embryo of a mouse. In another
experiment, Liu used cultured
cells collected from a woman’s
womb and created an artificial
womb using a scaffolding. Inside
this womb he planted fertilised
embryos left over from IVF cy-
cles. In six days, the eggs im-
planted in it just as they would in
areal womb. But his experiment

had to end just 14 days later as

researchers were not allowed to
grow foetuses in the lab for more
than 14 days. In other parts of
y exciting research
was going on in this field. In Ja-
pan, goat foetuses were grown
in a prototype womb. In New
South Wales, an artificial womb
designed to give birth to live
sharks was successfully tested.

Womb replacement surgery
Meanwhile, by 2014, womb re-
placement surgery had become
a reality. Five women from Swe-
den and 11 from the UK. had
their wombs replaced. Two of
the women had wombs donated
by their mothers.

The first baby born from a

womb transplant was in Sweden
in 2014. Since then, around 135
such transplants have been car-
ried out in over a dozen coun-
tries, including the United
States, China, France, Germany,
India, and Turkiye. Approxi-
mately 65 babies have been born
as a result of such transplants.
Galaxy Care Hospital in India
has also achieved success with
uterine transplants and has deli-
vered babies from transplanted
wombs.

As of now, artificial wombs
are being used mainly to nurture
preterm babies. The babies are
placed in bio bags and float in a
liquid mimicking the amniotic
fluid found in natural wombs.
An artificial placenta, which is
connected to the umbilical cord,
provides oxygen and nutrients.

Experiments are also on to
try and produce eggs and sperm
from stem cells.

(Gita Aravamudan is an auth-
or and independent journalist
who writes on gender issues. gi-
ta.aravamudan@gmail.com)

For feedback and
suggestions

for ‘Science, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Daily page’

Beyond science fiction: artificial wombs and real progress
of fertility treatments

fam $u1 ¥ W FHW Uiz 3R uSH IUERY
arsdfa® WIfa

e According to reports that surfaced on the internet last week, a Chinese firm announced plans
to create the world’s first pregnancy robot with an artificial womb.

fUBa I8 $exc R UM 318 Ruidy & 3uR, U dH1 Sust - g1 &1 ggar THiawT
die HHY TUIRRT & T §H ST JIS1 61 °Ivon &
e |t was fake news, and all the major news outlets bought it.

T8 B g A, SR Tt U qurER A9 A 59 9 9 forn

o Because it made flashy sci-fi headlines especially in a world where anything seems possible

with omnipresent Artificial intelligence (Al).

Fifeh 39 AIEg-fFaRe
ST (Al) & 1Y T S YU AT &

Sret it o, Rty e Qi gfen & wret wdemh
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o It was fake news, and all the major news outlets bought it.
T8 B g A, SR Tt U qHrER el A 59 9 9= forn

o Because it made flashy sci-fi headlines especially in a world where anything seems possible
with omnipresent Avrtificial intelligence (Al). ]
i 39 ATgH-firaRT SRt gRiaT s, faRwess we it gfar & et adeardt efam
FfSwT (Al) & Y T S YY AT & |

e My book on surrogacy, Baby Makers, which came out in 2016 had a chapter called Virgin
Birth and Womb Banks, where | discussed the possibilities of sexless reproduction and
artificial wombs which could be enabled by cutting edge technology.

Rt WRARA R fdre Baby Makers (2016) § T 3{&4T9 4T Virgin Birth 3R Womb Banks,
ST 89 911 A9 e o SR $i| THiRm Bt Surast w gl &1 At St sty
TPP I THT B Ihdl g

e It sounded then like science fiction. And it still remains in the realm of science fiction.

9 g fag= U1 o o U1l 3R I8 it it i sur S s A &

e But though we are nowhere near producing an artificial womb which can gestate and nurture
a human being, the research in this field has been on-going for quite a few years now.

qfee Yo gt g1 it b T MU S & B9 81 & Sl T AT R HF 4R07 3R
TIfYd $R 9, 39 & § &g aul I MY I W@ 5|

e More than 10 years ago when | was researching my book, | read about Hung-Ching Liu,
Professor of Reproductive Medicine at Cornell University, U.S., who had engineered
endometrial tissue by prompting cells to grow in an artificial uterus.

10 10 I ot Ugd 5ie H 3o forde R 2y R & Y, FY Hung-Ching Liu, Cornell
University (U.S.) % Reproductive Medicine TH¥R & a1 & eI, forgi- HiHw mufza &
DIRBI3M DI IR TSIRfeTd Haw daR 3 T

e Apparently, he was also able to successfully implant and grow the embryo of a mouse.

WF ¥ Y, 3B GhAdgdd g BT YOI TARIUT HR 39 faew R of fean

¢ In another experiment, Liu used cultured cells collected from a woman’s womb and created
an artificial womb using a scaffolding.

TS 3 TANT H, Liu 7 T Afgal & TR § e U Sifretei o1 IuanT fhar ok &
P TUTRR FR

e Inside this womb he planted fertilised embryos left over from IVF cycles.
9 TR & fiaR I IVF argfera ¥ 5 gu fAifra yur tarig feul

e In six days, the eggs implanted in it just as they would in a real womb.
3¢ fel , 3iT] 3 dRe ORI gU S d U ardfas iz & 8id B

e But his experiment had to end just 14 days later as researchers were not allowed to grow
foetuses in the lab for more than 14 days.

Qe 37T TN 14 foAY S1e o1 UeT ifds Mudsarstt & waRTRmar § Yo &1 14 fei 9
31 FgT BT 3rgHfd el ot
o In other parts of the world too, exciting research was going on in this field.
g o 3= feedl & ot 39 & O Juias MY I 36 A
e In Japan, goat foetuses were grown in a prototype womb.
WU § §3 & YU U Wiciersy TR & fasiid feg T

e In New South Wales, an artificial womb designed to give birth to live sharks was successfully
tested.

Y IR8Y A ¥, SHif3d W &1 51 < & e e 6t e e o wuivm @
hAargdes GRI&T fasar T |

Womb replacement surgery

Ui ufauTa= 2y faferen

o Meanwhile, by 2014, womb replacement surgery had become a reality.
St 9, 2014 I, TUTRR UfaRITIT Tt aRafadmd a9 gt |

o Five women from Sweden and 11 from the U.K. had their wombs replaced.

Ted o1 5 Afgarsit 3R U.K. T 11 Afgenait & THizmg ufowufug fee Tu)
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e Two of the women had wombs donated by their mothers.
T 9 2 Afgarell ®F I@! ATarsi gRT §F BT ¢ U™ yaRifud fag )

e The first baby born from a

Womb Transplants and Artificial Wombs

Uz R iR $H Uiz

e Womb transplant was in Sweden in 2014.
THTRRT TIRIYUT Ugel SR e | 2014 T gafT T

e Since then, around 135 such transplants have been carried out in over a dozen countries,
including the United States, China, France, Germany, India, and Turkiye.

T4 Y 3T I 135 TH UARITUT goreR § 31t <=1 # fpw 7w §, e Trga Irea @i,
A=, Wi, s, yRd iR gofa a8
e Approximately 65 babies have been born as a result of such transplants.

T 65 RRIggait o1 9 TH YR & URUMTHRGEY g3 |

e Galaxy Care Hospital in India has also achieved success with uterine transplants and has
delivered babies from transplanted wombs.

YR F TR FR 3gare = Ht TR TR & Yhadr 81 o1 8 SR TaRifid
Mg 9§ Rrggsit &1 = R ]

o As of now, artificial wombs are being used mainly to nurture preterm babies.
gaa 8 o Tuftr g1 w0 9 sifdwfa Riggei o g 3 & forg Iuah feu s 8l

e The babies are placed in bio bags and float in a liquid mimicking the amniotic fluid found in
natural wombs.

fRIg1aft ! arat ST B AT ST § SR d U akd § oRd @ ot Widpfaes ez & g S are
wHf~Eife® ga Bt THd HRAT 7

¢ An artificial placenta, which is connected to the umbilical cord, provides oxygen and
nutrients.

TF HRAT WHeT, S ATd I ST 8T §, SiTaRiTer MR T @ U HRdl ¢
e Experiments are also on to try and produce eggs and sperm from stem cells.

7T oft SR B o W SifRrere | SiSTu] MR YEH1V] 91 &1 YA 3T off X871 5 |

Page3 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

In Bihar, the electoral process itself
is an election issue
C ongress leader Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Vote Adhi-

kar Yatra’ in Bihar is drawing crowds and
is turning out to be a platform for Opposi-
tion unity. In 16 days, the campaign would cover
1,300 kilometres across 20 districts and is to con-
clude in Patna on September 1. On August 27, the
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, M.K. Stalin, joined
Mr. Gandhi, RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav and CPI-
ML leader Dipankar Bhattacharya in Muzaffar-
pur. Mr. Stalin has accused the BJP of turning the
Election Commission of India (ECI) into a pup-
pet. NCP leader Sharad Pawar, SP leader Akhilesh
Yadav, senior leaders of the TMC and Left parties
will be in Patna on the concluding day. Its merits
apart, the allegation that an ECI scheme favours
the BJP and disadvantages the Opposition has rat-
tled India’s political landscape. This alleged “vote
chori (vote theft”) has become the Opposition’s
central rallying cry. Mr. Gandhi’s speeches con-
sistently accuse the BJP of “manipulating institu-
tions” and using the ECI as a puppet for its polit-
ical ends. The Opposition has long been
complaining about various aspects of the electo-
ral process that have become less transparent
and more partisan. Political battles should have
been on the issues of governance and livelihoods,
and not on the integrity of the elections at all.
The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls in Bihar and the demonstrable loopholes
in electoral rolls, exposed by Mr. Gandhi through
an analysis of one Assembly constituency in Kar-
nataka, have given the Opposition allegation a
strong handle. The ECI, through its conduct and
responses, has added credence to the allegations.
It has claimed that over 98% of the voters in the
existing list have submitted an enrolment form as
required in the Bihar SIR. Around 65 lakh names
from the previous list have been removed from
the draft list published. It took an order by the Su-
preme Court for the ECI to accept the Aadhaar
card as an acceptable document for establishing
identity. Mr. Gandhi alleges that the names being
removed are predominantly those of the poor,
Dalits, OBCs, Extremely Backward Classes and
minorities, a larger proportion of whom vote for
non-BJP parties. Electoral malpractice has united
the Opposition, but the charges, much of them
overblown, are a sign of institutional distrust and
rot. The Opposition space has been severely res-
tricted by the brazen and arbitrary use of central
law enforcement agencies, and the ECI has done
little to demonstrate its impartiality. All of this
has left the Opposition with an approach of dis-
crediting the electoral process, which in itselfis a

- sad commentary on India’s democracy.

War cry
gsay

In Bihar, the electoral process itself is an
election issue.

fer #, fratam withar € e gt ger 81

Vote Adhikar Yatra and Electoral Allegations
dic JRPR amT 3R AT 3IRIT

e Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Vote Adhikar Yatra’ in
Bihar is drawing crowds and is turning out to be a platform for
Opposition unity. In 16 days, the campaign would cover
1,300 kilometres across 20 districts and is to conclude in
Patna on September 1.

fYeR & S0 a1 wga md Ft gie JfeR amEr s
AT F a1 § 3R I8 faueh uwar &1 49 971 361 81 16 &
A 7g Siftr 20 fora & 1,300 fpeaitfier &1 g8 00 BT &R
DT U9 1 RidaR &t geAr J i
¢ On August 27, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, M.K.
Stalin, joined Mr. Gandhi, RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav and
CPIML leader Dipankar Bhattacharya in Muzaffarpur. Mr.
Stalin has accused the BJP of turning the Election
Commission of India (ECI) into a puppet.

27 3T D] AAAATg & A TH. . TTfer A
H g Tieh, IreTg AT deRdl red SR TS T (ATS) AT
ey HgTart & 9T U o) ot werfad 3 SiRig T foh
YTSTUT 3 YR fSafe SmaiT (Ecl) & wayda o= fiear §1
¢ NCP leader Sharad Pawar, SP leader Akhilesh Yadav,
senior leaders of the TMC and Left parties will be in Patna on
the concluding day.

TATY fEay TR IHTUT AT YIRS UAR, HUT a1 Af@aA
YTed, JUIIE S 3R 99 @l & aRkE dT Uedr § Hieg
Rl
¢ The allegation that an ECI scheme favours BJP and
disadvantages the Opposition has rattled India’s political
landscape. This alleged “vote chori (vote theft)” has become
the Opposition’s central rallying cry.

Ig 3R {5 T ECI AT HISTUT Ht BTaeT 3R fauer &Y
THAT U 8, 7 URd & o ukexd & fgar e g
Tg Hid “die TR fauer 1 4T ART a9 T |

e Mr. Gandhi’'s speeches consistently accuse the BJP of
“manipulating institutions” and using the ECI as a puppet for
its political ends.

g e & UTHUT THRITAR HISTAT TR “HRYT3HT | g¥BR” HA
3R ECI &1 3(UA Ioiifdes 3520 & o Haydal & avg
SHHTA PR BT HRIY T &

¢ The Opposition has long been complaining about various
aspects of the electoral process that have become less
transparent and more partisan. Political battles should have
been on issues of governance and livelihoods, and not on
the integrity of elections.

fager dd Iwg I gATdt ufthar & faftr ugqsh wR Rierd
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AT G 8, ST 3fF HH URSRIT 3R 31fe yerarayguf g1 714 €| Ioifas a3l U i
STeitfaeT & gef W g1 =gy o, 7 for gamal &t fFrogerar & |

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar and the loopholes exposed
by Mr. Gandhi through analysis of one Assembly constituency in Karnataka have given
strength to Opposition allegations.

faeR & Hagrar = &1 faRIy T8 "RieH (SIR) 3R Hfed ot te faugur de &
fozeryur ¥ IR g% Wiftrl A fauer & SR} o) Aot < B

The ECI has claimed that over 98% of voters in the existing list have submitted an enrolment
form as required in the Bihar SIR. Around 65 lakh names from the previous list have been
removed from the draft list published.

ECI 7 ga1 {3 ¢ for dicier Gt & 98% & 3iftre Tacrarsii A figR SIR & d8d ads
gmimw‘ﬁam%m% Ot gt & T 65 ARG ATH USRI HteT Gt & get fau e

I

It took an order by the Supreme Court for the ECI to accept the Aadhaar card as an
acceptable document for establishing identity.

ECI &1 UgdM R 33 & AT SMUR $T18 &1 A1 GWa9 & U & WHR H- J glte
PIC & TS B HIIHAT US|

Mr. Gandhi alleges that the names being removed are predominantly those of the poor,
Dalits, OBCs, Extremely Backward Classes and minorities, who vote more for non-BJP
parties.

g Tieh T SR g 3 foF AT &1 gern o1 @1 &, 3 5 T U § e, gferal, s, orfa
fUss a7 3R reuH P! & §, oFH § UG AR-HTSTUT gl &1 die 3d 81

Electoral malpractice has united the Opposition, but the charges, much of them
overblown, are a sign of institutional distrust and rot.

AT BerR 3 fyuar B teye fbar €, Al 378 @ ®3 AR de-aeres 0 Py e, S
TRITTT fIYRT 3R g &1 b g

The Opposition space has been severely restricted by the arbitrary use of central law
enforcement agencies, and the ECI has done little to demonstrate its impartiality.

faueht &7 o Feia A vadd el & T99H sWAe 9 1R T O it e g
&, 3R EC1 7 3uit frsgeqan o™ & fo 9gd &4 fwan g1

All of this has left the Opposition with an approach of discrediting the electoral process,
which is a sad commentary on India’s democracy.

37 o fauer &) gATd ufehar &Y 95TH 31 $ BHI $ 1Y B1S AT ], o URd &
AP R TH gag fewult g
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India must cut monsoon vulnerabilities,
not just build response abilities

eavy rain has left a trail of destruction
l—l across North India. Several districts have

been cut off across Himachal Pradesh.
Jammu and Kashmir reported over 40 deaths
while swollen rivers breached flood marks in Sri-
nagar and Anantnag. In Punjab, entire villages
have been inundated and farmland has disap-
peared. The national capital, too, reported exces-
sive rainfall and a surging Yamuna. The intensity
and the volumes of the southwest monsoon have
been swinging sharply between the extremes.
August’s rain has arrived in concentrated bursts,
overwhelming fragile slopes in the Himalaya,
bursting banks in the plains, and inundating low-
lying regions. This erraticism has cut across geog-
raphies in a sign of the monsoon’s increasing un-
predictability. The consequences go beyond im-
mediate damage. Intense rain over short periods
amplifies local erosion. Mountain slopes destabil-
ise and raise risks for settlements far removed.
Relief, in this context, cannot be confined to reac-
tive measures. The knowledge that concentrated,
destructive rainfall is now a recurring possibility
makes it imperative for States and the Centre to
invest in preventive strategies. Continuing to
treat such events as unforeseeable emergencies
is to deny the evidence already at hand.

Indeed, framing each calamity as “unprece-
dented” distracts from the lessons that should al-
ready have been learnt. In Himalayan States, for-
est clearance and road-widening continue sans
adjustments such as slope-safe engineering in
eco-sensitive zones despite experts warning of ir-
reversibly weakened slopes. As catchments’ buf-
fering capacity shrinks, the chance of slope fai-
lure rises while silt accumulates in dams and
rivers downstream, worsening the flood load.
Yet, despite repeated disasters, the early warning
and evacuation architecture remains underdeve-
loped. The capacity to forecast heavy rain has im-
proved but it is not being translated into reliable
ground-level warnings. Relief agencies mobilise
once the damage has occurred, but systematic
drills, pre-positioned supplies and community
preparedness remain insufficient. Sadly, States
and the Centre continue to pursue strategic road
projects and urban expansion with urgency, even
in landscapes repeatedly flagged as unstable,
while climate-resilient infrastructure lags. Com-
pensatory afforestation and rehabilitation rarely
match the qualitative attributes of what has been
lost. The cumulative effect is visible as denuded
slopes, shrinking catchment areas, and popula-
tions at increasingly higher risk. Relief operations
command headlines and budgets but unless sus-
tainable infrastructure, landslide mitigation and
early-warning systems are pursued equally se-
riously, the next monsoon spell will launch
another cycle of loss. Shifting from acclaiming re-
silience, post facto, to systematically reducing
vulnerabilities beforehand remains overdue.

Déja vu
3T q

India must cut monsoon vulnerabilities, not just
build response abilities.

YRT ®I had UiAfshar &HATE 9914 & qoI1d A9
SUSING] B HH BT 1T

Heavy Rain and Destruction Across North India

IR HRd # YR Fifver 3R aarg)

. Heavy rain has left a trail of destruction across North
India. Several districts have been cut off across Himachal
Pradesh.

YR IR A IR YR § qare! 741 & ¢ | fewma uemr &
ERAERETRI

. Jammu and Kashmir reported over 40 deaths while
swollen rivers breached flood marks in Srinagar and
Anantnag.

o7 3R R & 40 T 3if¥re Ml & TR B, vl TR
3R HTATT H I AfGH! A d1g BT TR UR & fer |

. In Punjab, entire villages have been inundated and
farmland has disappeared.

GoIe § R 719 g9 U 3R FHiY YH THE g TS|

. The national capital also reported excessive rainfall
and a surging Yamuna.

;@umﬁﬁﬂﬁ&mﬁwa&faﬁvwwﬁmﬁw
|

e  The intensity and volumes of the southwest monsoon
have been swinging sharply between the extremes.

S T&uT-uf3m AREE ) digan 3R 9 TRA dHeh & &=
EEIRECREE]

e August’s rain has arrived in concentrated bursts,
overwhelming fragile slopes in the Himalaya, bursting banks
in the plains, and inundating low-lying regions.

IR P TN B et & ar1g 7, o farerg it
I a1 ®l gl fear, Agrl # dedy as T ik A=
&=l o1 gal fea

e  This erraticism has cut across geographies in a sign of
the monsoon’s increasing unpredictability.

g SRR AR &I Tt DT Hobd Gd U
i &t J % s g

. Consequences go beyond immediate damage. Intense
rain over short periods amplifies local erosion.

RO ThTd THU o W Od 8 | HH 999 § Ui auf
R 3aREH H F¢T ot 5|
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Mountain slopes destabilise and raise risks for settlements far removed.

T M SRR 81 §d § 3R o 99 i & g Sifed sie1 2 81

Relief, in this context, cannot be confined to reactive measures.

39 I T I5d B! Sad wldfharaTd IUTdl do AT g1 341 o Fabdl|
Knowledge that concentrated, destructive rainfall is now a recurring possibility
makes it imperative for States and the Centre to invest in preventive strategies.

g TSR] foh Hisd, fRIeRY It oid IR-TR g1 aTell THTGHT 3, Isdl 3R &g &
forg fFrare® Yorifaat & o= s sifard s 81

Continuing to treat such events as “unforeseeable emer
evidence already at hand.

already have been learnt.
B 3MUGT Bl “SHAYD” HEDH U AT 39 TP 4
EEEIEET

In Himalayan States, forest clearance and road-
such as slope-safe engineering in eco-se ‘ones despite expert wa

fRwTerdt 3wl H, faRivy Aarafal & Sravie $e)-Hdgsie &l & Tam-
sﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁmﬁqmﬁmﬁaﬁﬁﬁmds 3R TsH

As catchments’ buffering capacity shrinks, slope failure rises while silt accumulates
in dams and rivers downstream worsenlng the flood load.

STCRIET &1 &) SR T U A Sall BT o Sedl 3wty aiet AR A &
e \-ﬂn‘cﬁ% STl §1¢ 71 &a1d Jgal &
Yet, despite repeated disasters, the early warning and evacuatlon archltecture
remains underdeveloped.
R off, IR-SR suersit & Sravie gd dara- eh?ﬁwmwaw&mfaa:ﬁgé%l
The capacity to forecast heavy rain has improved but it is not translated into reliable
ground-level warnings:
R guf &7 GaigAM T 1 &l 98k §s 6, Aid g8 HRIaHe oTHI-T Sarafrat
gRafdd 75t g3
Relief agencies mobilise once damag systematic drills, pre-

positioned supplles and ommunlty preparednes 3 remain |psuﬁ|0|ent
“rEaTSiRmETad 9ihd gidl g , TifchT TTIfea ST, gd-
fRua amgfd 3R IrgeRe ﬁtrr\Pr &rcmfwr Ts?ﬁ g

States and the Centre continue to pursue strategic road projects and urban
expansion urgently, even in landscapes flagged as unstable, while climate-
resilient infrastructure lags.

T 3R Hg IFaP JSb TRAHTS 3R e fadR & dopTdd 3 9gd 384
8, 81 ao o SRR 0 7Y &5 & +ft, STafes srerarg-eriien gfvand! en Uss w16l
Compensatory afforestation and rehabilitation rarely match the qualitative
attributes of what has been lost.

FteRoT 3R GaT IS g1 1S §% USRI 1 HRUTS % UTd 8 |
The cumulative effect is visible as denuded slopes, shrinking catchment areas,
and populations at increasingly higher risk.

TG Tl YUTd IIS! g5 eam!, Rigsd Saugur &=, 3R Jgd TR & fardl &
w0 H feErs <o g

Relief operations command headlines and budgets, but unless sustainable
infrastructure, landslide mitigation and early-warning systems are pursued

seriously, the next monsoon will bring anotAer cycle or 10%s.
Med S R iR go7e UTd &, Afde 91d d% Tad gi-are T, Y&aa- Ia

ncies” is to deny th
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« Shifting from acclaiming resilience post facto to systematically reducing
vulnerabilities beforehand remains overdue.

3TICT & dI AHATY B! TR B T §eh, UgA T FHSINGI DI HH HIAT 3F

W dfed g1

India’s demographic dividend as a time bomb

obel laureate Rabindranath Tagore

once said, “Don’t limit a child to your

own learning, for she was born in

another time.” In the context of India’s
education system, this quote is particularly
resonant today. India’s education system is
outdated. We are preparing students for jobs that
are rapidly disappearing or evolving.

Meanwhile the future of work is being shaped
by emerging technologies, led by Artificial
Intelligence (AI), being the most disruptive of
them all. Al is reshaping how we work and think,
with our research suggesting that up to 70% of
current jobs, globally, will be impacted, and up to
30% of tasks in many current jobs will get
completely automated. A plethora of new jobs
related to Al development and implementation
are being created as we speak. This technological
shift via Alis already changing the world and the
job market, whereas the curriculum update cycle
in our schools and colleges runs in three-year
cycles. This is incremental at best, leading to
many students being left behind if we do not
up-skill, cross-skill and re-skill themn.

India’s ‘demographic dividend’ has long been
touted as a key driver of the nation’s future
growth. With more than 800 million people
below the age of 35, the country boasts of having
one of the largest youth populations anywhere.
This demographic ‘asset’, however, is
increasingly under threat of becoming a ‘liability’,
as the gap between education and real-world
skills, and degrees and employability widens. If
this gap is not addressed, India’s demographic
dividend could morph into a demographic time
bomb — a paradox at scale.

The stark reality is that while India is
producing millions of graduates every year, many
of these graduates remain underemployed and
are increasingly becoming unemployable. Despite
popular belief, this is not merely a problem facing
social science or non-STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathematics) students. Over the
past decade, data show that 40%-50% of
engineering graduates from Indian universities
have not been placed in jobs, highlighting the
worrying gap between academic education and
industry requirements. More and more
youngsters are going to college or university, yet
employers report increasing difficulty in finding
talent with the right skills. Belatedly, educators
are acknowledging the problem, with 61% of
higher education leaders today agreeing that
curricula are not aligned with rapidly changing
job market needs.

The mismatch begins in high school

As the Al revolution accelerates, India faces a
deepening skills crisis. According to McKinsey,
nearly seven out of every 10 Indian jobs are at risk
from automation by 2030. This means a massive
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and unprecedented change could be affecting the
nation in just the next five years. Of course, it is
not all bad news. The World Economic Forum
predicts that Al and other new tech will create
170 million new jobs by 2030. The problem is that
in the same period, more than half of this
number of newly created jobs (92 million) will be
displaced. Consequently, skilling must become a
critical national priority.

The challenge lies in how Indian youth are
entering the workforce. A significant number are
doing so with outdated or irrelevant skills. This
misalignment begins in high school, where
students are largely unaware of the multitude of
career paths that exist. A Mindler Career
Awareness Survey from 2022 revealed that 93% of
Indian students between classes 8 to 12 are aware
of only seven career options, most of which are
traditional roles such as doctor, engineer, lawyer,
or teacher. In contrast, the modern economy
offers over 20,000 career paths. Surprisingly, a
mere 7% of students report receiving formal
career guidance during their schooling years.
This lack of awareness leads to millions of our
best and brightest, pursuing degrees that do not
match their aptitudes or market needs. Do not
take our word for it. According to the India Skills
Report 2024, more than 65% of high school
graduates pursue degrees that are not aligned
with their interests or abilities. This alarming
reality means that students emerge from their
degrees ill-equipped for the rapidly changing job
market, further exacerbating India’s
unemployment crisis.

Digital tools, but analog mindsets

While most students in India now have access to
some technology as smartphones have become
much cheaper, and the government has also tried
to roll out computer and Al labs, most schools
still follow traditional, examination-centric
curricula. There is limited focus on career
exploration or the development of job-ready
skills. As a result, students graduate with degrees
but lack the practical experience required by
employers. In fact, the Graduate Skills Index 2025
produced by Mercer-Mettl found that only 43% of
Indian graduates are deemed job-ready. In our
experience with interns and fresh graduates, this
figure, if anything, underestimates the scale of
the problem.

EdTech platforms primarily focus on test
preparation and rote learning, rather than career
discovery or skill development. Coursera, Udemy
and other look-alikes have tried to address this
problem, but the certificates obtained from these
are becoming increasingly commoditised. School
curricula remain disconnected from the evolving
job market, leaving students unprepared for the
challenges ahead. Only a few State boards and
central bodies have introduced career readiness

frameworks, and even fewer integrate emerging
career pathways into their curricula.

The Indian government, to its credit, has
launched several initiatives that are aimed at
bridging the skills gap, the most prominent being
the Skill India Mission, which aimed to train over
400 million individuals by 2022. Despite
large-scale funding, the mission fell far short of
this target. Multiple systemic issues have
contributed to this failure: besides the Skill India
Mission, an acronym soup of other policies has
also been launched which includes the Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Kendras (PMKK), Jan Shikshan
Sansthan (JSS), Pradhan Mantri Yuva Yojana
(PMYY), Skills Acquisition and Knowledge
Awareness for Livelihood Promotion (SANKALP),
Prime Minister’s Internship Scheme, and many
others,

What India needs is a cohesive strategy that
aligns education and skill development with
industry demands. We have undertaken deep
research and devised a platform for just that. We
are in conversations with NITI Aayog, the
Association of Indian Universities (AIU), and the
Skill Ministry to translate this solution into reality.
Collaboration between the government, private
sector and educational institutions will be
essential to create a robust ecosystem for skill
development.

The decisive decade

India’s ambition to emerge as a global digital
powerhouse rests on its ability to integrate
technology, education and employment into a
coherent national framework. India’s youth will
either be equipped with the skills to thrive in an
Al-driven world or be left behind. This is not just
an education or employment crisis; it is a crisis
where our entire social contract could come
undone. The student civil disobedience during
the Mandal Commission days in 1990 bear
witness to the havoc that youth-led protests can
create, escalating into violence, clashes with
police, property destruction, and, in some cases,
fatalities due to police firings. If India fails to act
now, it risks creating a generation of highly
literate, even educated but unemployable youth
that can become a ticking time-bomb. The World
Bank Economic Review has ably captured this
paradox at scale in an article by Lant Pritchett,
“Where Has All the Education Gone?”. The
ramifications of such a crisis are dire. The good
news is that this is an entirely fixable problem.
India must prepare its youth not for the jobs of
yesterday, but for the careers of tomorrow. The
clock is ticking and it is up to us to convert India’s
demographic dividend into an asset or a liability.

Ritu Kulshrestha supported the initial stages of the article,
specifically with data content and drafting
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India’s demographic dividend as a time bomb
URA BT ST IHIRIB T ATHI UH THY 99 & 79 |

Education System and Al Disruption

e yomredt Sk HHw gfgwwn &1 yuE

Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore once said, “Don’t limit a child to your own
learning, for she was born in another time.”

REPR T Iy MR 7 H1 U1, “T= HI 3 ARG b v Hd 3,
i a8 fHht ok THa o YT gan g1’
In the context of India’s education system, this quote is particularly resonant today.
India’s education system is outdated.

YR o1 e gurmet & g # g I 3 Ry U T yRifies 81 HIRa 3 fRra
Jorelt R 81 gt 5

We are preparing students for jobs that are rapidly disappearing or evolving.

B9 B ®I T BRI & T dOR HR I ¢ off ol 3 a9 g1 ¥81 & a1 9¢d el 3|
Meanwhile the future of work is being shaped by emerging technologies, led by
Artificial Intelligence (

ﬁ?mmmgﬁ@ﬁmﬁmﬁw% forad e gigws (Al) T
|

Our research suggests that up to 70% of current jobs globally will be impacted, and
up to 30% of tasks in many current jobs will get completely automated.

AR MY T T el & [ e TR IR aaa I a! BT TTHT 70% JHIfad g
3R H3 Tl BRI & 30% BTA Y aRE ¥adTierd &l S|

New jobs related to Al development and implementation are being created.

Al fasT 3R Frafad I I 75 A Rat a1 8! 8

This technological shift via Al is already changing the job market, whereas
curriculum updates in schools and colleges run in three-year cycles.

Al & U1 A TH-IP! I Ud U o AIh] ST D! 95 381 ©, SIafdh Tpall
S?ITquauﬁ'ﬁ UTSIshH T 3HeId oI aufg =shl & gidT g

With more than 800 million people below the age of 35, India has one of the largest
youth populations in the world.

35 94 A H Y & 800 FAfera=T & 3R AT & WY YRA & U g &t Jad
31 gaT T H A TH 5|

This demographic asset is under threat of becoming a liability, as the gap between
education and real-world skills widens.

g SIS 1T WUl Ueh SR s & Wk | 7, Rt AT 3R Iredfde Dizrd
& o $I Gl 9¢ I8! o

Over the past decade, 40%-50% of engineering graduates from Indian universities
have not been placed in jobs.

s Gxd & URAIT [agidenadl ¥ Fad 40%-50% SSHT-ATT W] B b Rat
g foredi |

Employers report increasing difficulty in finding talent with the right skills.

e T8} P ard UfaHT Y WieH | 9gal Bie-Ts Pt RUlc B I8 g
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61% of higher education leaders agree that curricula are not aligned with job
market needs.

§1%Wﬁwﬁmﬁmmé%wﬁﬁwaﬁmﬁ$mﬁ
|

Mismatch Begins in High School

g s A A YE AT

As the Al revolution accelerates, India faces a deepenlng skills crisis.

S-SR Al i A7 81 X2 2, R T TERIS PRI ehe b1 T R 38T 2 |

According to McKinsey, nearly 7 out of every 10 Indian jobs are at risk from
automation by 2030.

Afolt & SIUR, 2030 9F 10 & A T 7 URAIT Apieai Taamed § TR o
&l

The World Economic Forum predicts that Al and other new tech will create 170
million new jobs by 2030, but 92 million will be displaced.

fay snfde wa &1 3 AM © I Al 3R 37 718 ddbH1dr 2030 % 170 fafera =8
it U1 S, Ao 92 faferas efvar @& gt smeh

A Mindler Career Awareness Survey (2022) revealed that 93% of Indian students
(classes 8 to 12) are aware of only seven career options, most being traditional
roles.

AIESTR SR AU Hd (2022) 7 FaTT b 93% HIRCTT BT (H&1 8 9 12)
Fad Id HRWR fapeul & TR & T &, oFH T ifresier urRuRe YAeT g

The modern economy offers 20,000 career paths, but only 7% of students report
receiving formal career guidance.

Y rRfTaRIT 20,000 HRIR faHed U Fal ©, Al Had 7% BT SNUARB
HIAR AnfeRi ura A ot R #d 7

According to the India Skills Report 2024, more than 65% of high school
graduates pursue degrees not aligned W|th their interests or abilities.

3i&ar pw Ruid 2024 & 3R, 65% & SUfIP 15 w@a WA U S ureasma
3T & ot 31 el T &rAdTefi ¥ Ad gl |rd |

Digital tools, but analog mindsets

fefrea Susrur, wfer aTanT aEfiedr

While most students in India now have access to some technology as smartphones
have become much cheaper, and the government has also tried to roll out computer
and Al labs, most schools still follow traditional, examination-centric curricula.

S URA H SIS & UN 36 $& a1 0o Ugd ¢ i Wb agd
W B U, 3R WPHR 3 HHR 3R Al AT & B P B @1 g, b of
SIIRHTRT TH o URURS, TNeHT-Higd UTeashy &1 Ura- $Hd ¢ |

There is limited focus on career exploration or the development of job-ready skills.

HNIR THRIRRTA I Hia-¥3S] f&ped & faerg R Sifig e fear siar g

As a result, students graduate with degrees but lack the practical experience required
by employers.

ToltoTad, BT FSUt & WY AP Bid § Al ATl gRT AT ATIGIND
3HT B! HHI Bl B

In fact, the Graduate Skills Index 2025 produced by Mercer-Mettl found that only
43% of Indian graduates are deemed job-ready.

dRdd U, Graduate Skills Index 2025 (Mercer-Mettl) & IR Had 43% HRA
AU DI Sla-38 JHT [
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In our experience with interns and fresh graduates, this figure, if anything,
underestimates the scale of the problem.

AR YT ¥, g 3R U AGUey & Iy, T8 HTHsT THET & YU & HH Hb
fe@md gl

EdTech platforms primarily focus on test preparation and rote learning, rather than
career discovery or skill development.

EdTech WewH 7 U I e FAIRRA 3R Teds W W & $fgd aad §, 7
% SRR T a1 BRI [THr W

Coursera, Udemy and other look-alikes have tried to address this problem, but the
certificates obtained from these are becoming increasingly commoditised.

Coursera, Udemy 3R 30 WeHIH A 39 AW B! 8 B B IR & §, Afde
T T i flrdred 3 ool & WA (commoditised) 81 38 & |

School curricula remain disconnected from the evolving job market, leaving students
unprepared for the challenges ahead.
&1 UTETHH dad gU g HIdbe I 3rids a1 38T 7, o s yfaw &t
[ o forg TR 18 g1 urd|

Only a few State boards and central bodies have introduced career readiness
frameworks, and even fewer integrate emerging career pathways into their curricula.
HAd TS a1 Iod TSI AR BT FRITS 7 HRIAX IS ThHde U fhu §, 3R 9gd
FH Bt 307 UTSdshH H Y SRR AW &1 AT HRd 5|

The Indian government, to its credit, has launched several initiatives that are aimed
at bridging the skills gap, the most prominent being the Skill India Mission, which
aimed to train over 400 million individuals by 2022.

YR TRBR A DI 3R I HH B o (1T s Ugd & DI, o8 qad gqd
Skill India Mission T, ST A&d 2022 % 400 faferast @M &1 URIfaT AT o1l
Despite large-scale funding, the mission fell far short of this target.

s UM | BIET & Sravg, I8 =M 39 A&7 9 9gd Uie 38 T

Multiple systemic issues have contributed to this failure.

B3 VUITANTd THKTS = 3 3B & aigH &l

Besides the Skill India Mission, an acronym soup of other policies has also been
launched which includes the PMKVY, PMKK, JSS, PMYY, SANKALP, Prime
Minister’s Internship Scheme, and many others.

Skill India Mission & 3fTdl, %5 3 Alfaal 4 (& B T8, FFH PMKVY, PMKK,
JSS, PMYY, SANKALP, UHTTHAT §e-R1q GiT 3iR &3 37 Ad B

What India needs is a cohesive strategy that aligns education and skill development
with industry demands.

YR &) U I YU &1 Al g off el 3R HIeret faewr &1 ST &
i I Sl 7l

We have undertaken deep research and devised a platform for just that.

g SH® 7T T ST o § 3R U WewiH qaR {6l g

We are in conversations with NITI Aayog, AlU, and the Skill Ministry to translate
this solution into reality.

BH 59 GHIYM ol ardfdddl § dea & forg =ifd ST, Alu 3R HI=d HATed &
1Y FIDId PR T

Collaboration between the government, private sector and educational institutions will
be essential to create a robust ecosystem for skill development.

WR, fAoi & 3R Afere IR & s Tgai DI fawm & fore te Aetad
gIRfUfae®! dF 5 & fag smaxaes gl
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India’s ambition to emerge as a global digital powerhouse rests on its ability to
integrate technology, education and employment into a coherent national
framework.

YRA B! Healbien Th Ay fSRrea Aemifad 97 &1 IT@! & IR R el 3,
e denfire, Riem iR AR B U AT I g & THIhd BT 81|
India’s youth will either be equipped with the skills to thrive in an Al-driven world or
be left behind.

YRd &1 AT a1 dl Al-ATUTRE gfHar & 9d g1 & fou SRia 9 o gim a1 iR bt
g S|

This is not just an education or employment crisis; it is a crisis where our entire
social contract could come undone.

Tg Had FRIE T ISR BT Yhe ol §; T8 Th U e § og] gART T TTHITOTS
Y T qHl g

The student civil disobedience during the Mandal Commission days in 1990 bear
witness to the havoc that youth-led protests can create.

1990 W HEH TART & &l & TR BT & ARG AT SAiGIa U 91 BT YHIU §
% gar-Aqa aral faRie fhd=1 981 THuH o I6d g

These protests escalated into violence, clashes with police, property destruction,
and in some cases, fatalities due to police firings.

3 fRy srgep 3T, gfer & ary eopera, wufv 1 fammr ofk o wrmel | gfera
MRt d Jidi 96 Ugd |

If India fails to act now, it risks creating a generation of highly literate, even educated
but unemployable youth that can become a ticking time-bomb.

e YR 31§ B I3 H fateet 8T 7, df I8 o= WieR 3R Rféa afea RisR
garsfl H1 U Uig! &1 9ol 5, Sil U fed-fed Hear <rgq-a9 99 Iad! |

The World Bank Economic Review has ably captured this paradox at scale in an
article by Lant Pritchett, “Where Has All the Education Gone?”

ﬁ%{ i '&"&ﬁ:ﬁ&lﬁ? el < fORIYTHT BT Lant Pritchett & &G “Where Has All the
Education Gone?” & §8 UHM TR IR &1 B

The ramifications of such a crisis are dire. The good news is that this is an entirely
fixable problem.

T8 Have & gRome R § 1 3! TR I8 & 1o I8 I8 aRe GURT ST A+ arel
B

India must prepare its youth not for the jobs of yesterday, but for the careers of
tomorrow.

W%MWﬁaﬁwaﬁW$mﬁmuﬁw%W$%ﬁw
AT B

The clock is ticking and it is up to us to convert India’s demographic dividend into
an asset or a liability.

T ot Q i 8T & 3R 39 I8 g0 W AR 6 YRA 31 S-aifSIas iy arqisT &1
Tufy a1 TR | Sga S|
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Should States be compensated for revenue loss from GST reforms?

I PARLEY ]

uring his Independence Day speech,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

announced a “Deepavali gift” to the

people in the form of
next-generation Goods and Services Tax (GST)
reforms. The Ministry of Finance subsequently
said that a large part of these reforms involved
moving GST from the current mainly four-tier
system to a predominantly two-tier structure of
5% and 18%, along with an overall lowering of
the average tax rate. What impact will this
proposal have on revenues? And should the
States be compensated for revenue loss? Pratik
Jain and Manoj Mishra discuss these questions in
a conversation moderated by T.C.A. Sharad
Raghavan. Edited excerpts:

With the average tax rate set to come down,
how do you think the government will
maintain revenue?

Manoj Mishra: Whenever we talk about GST
rate cuts, there is always an immediate concern
of how much revenue we are really giving up. If
you look at the proposals on the table, whether
it is rationalising multiple slabs into just two, or
cutting the 28% or 12% slab to 18% or 5%, the
short-term impact is real. As per current
estimates, that cut may impact ¥60,000 crore-
%1,00,000 crore per year, which is roughly
0.2-0.3% of India’s GDP. In the first year of
implementation (FY2025-26), when the new
structure may only apply for part of the year, the
likely hit would be closer to ¥45,000 crore. But
this is not a permanent loss. A higher rate of
around 40% on sin goods and luxury goods will
help recoup some of the revenue. Second, when
tax rates go down on essential goods and
durables, consumption generally goes up. If you
put more people into the formal billing system,
you reduce leakages. We have seen this before.
So, in my opinion, initially there will be a dip,
but growing compliance and an increase in
demand will make up for it to a large extent.

About 70% of GST revenues come from the
18% slab. That slab is not going to change
materially, so the impact from these overall
rate cuts is not likely to be very big. Do you

agree?

Pratik Jain: You are right. That is the reason
why the 18% slab is not being changed. One of
the proposals was to merge the 12% and 18%
slabs. But that is not happening because the
government did not want to touch the 18% slab,
given the revenue implications.

There are revenue implications with items
moving from the 12% slab to the 5% one, and

PR

_GsiT

GETTY IMAGES/ ISTOCK PHOTO

with many products moving from the 28% slab
to the 18% one. But these implications would not
be as severe as if the 18% slab was reduced to,
say, 13% or 14-15%.

What would the average rate of GST be after
the cuts?

PJ: Before GST came in, the average tax
incidence was apparently around 15%. This got
reduced to around 11.5% after GST came in and
after the rate cuts. Currently, it is around 11.5%.
The estimate is that it will be close to 10% after
the rate cuts proposed by the Centre are
implemented. That puts India with the best of
the developed economies. To my mind, 10% is a
very moderate rate. That should really put us in
good stead, as we want to attract more
manufacturing over a period of time.

GST revenues are divided between the
Centre and the States. But are they divided
equally among the States? In other words,
will the revenue hit from the tax cuts be
divided equally?

MM: The revenue distribution is not equal.
When we talk about GST rate cuts, the impact is
never going to be uniform. For example, States
such as Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Tamil
Nadu are manufacturing and service-heavy
States with strong urban centres. If GST is
reduced on appliances or electronics, the
immediate revenue collection from GST for
these States would take a visible hit. On the
other hand, States that are more dependent on
agriculture, such as Bihar or Uttar Pradesh, may
not see the same proportion of dent in revenue.
This is simply because their consumption basket

ee

As far as taxation is concerned, the States will
have to start looking at their own systems
and processes. They need to think of how
they can plug leakages, increase the tax base,
and attract more investment, so that they are
self-sufficient in tax.

PRATIK JAIN

is tilted towards essentials, which are already
exempted or are at a lower slab. When the GST
Council cut rates in July 2018, there was an
almost 3-4% dip in the monthly collections of
States such as Maharashtra and Karnataka. But
the smaller States, such as those in the
north-east, barely felt any impact because their
tax base is narrower.

Should the States’ revenues be protected?

PJ: When GST was launched in July 2017, the
Centre provided to the States a compensation
guarantee for five years. At that point, they
believed that five years is a long period for a
transition and so, the States would start standing
on their feet after that period got over. Five years
have gone by and therefore, technically, there is
no compensation (to be given). I think it is very
difficult for the Centre to keep compensating the
States for a regular tax. There are, of course,
ways of looking at allocating more funds for, say,
infrastructure development. But as far as
taxation is concerned, the States will have to
start looking at their own systems and
processes. They need to think of how they can
plug leakages, how they can increase the tax
base, and how they can attract more
investment, so that they are self-sufficient in tax.
For a country such as ours, a regular
compensation provided to the States for any loss
on taxation is perhaps not an option.

MM: Whatever Pratik is saying is absolutely
correct, but we have to understand that there is
no equal distribution of GST revenue. So, the
bigger States with larger manufacturing facilities
receive a larger share of GST, while the smaller,
less industrialised States receive a negligible
share of total GST collections. There has to be
some mechanism by which these States are
compensated. Not necessarily by means of a
compensation cess or something like that. There
could be another mechanism. There could be a
mechanism within the Consolidated Fund of
India. I think in many of the developed
countries which implemented a GST, initially
this kind of process was followed. On the one
hand, these countries provided a compensation

that came from GST itself, such as the
compensation India’s Centre gave the States,
and on the other, these countries also provided
support through their consolidated funds in the
form of special packages.

PJ: I think that a separate fund could be created.
A few years ago, Kerala had imposed a flood cess
to raise funds for recovery. So, maybe a part of
GST could go to a contingency fund where,
depending on the specific situation in a State,
the GST Council may decide to allocate funds. T
think the States will have to see this (the rate
cuts and rationalisation) as a larger reform: as a
step towards ease of doing business in India and
attracting more manufacturing and more
investment into India. Yes, economic theories
and past experience will tell you that when you
reduce the tax rate, your tax base increases. But,
obviously, the States will really want to see how
this evolves. So, at this point in time, of course
there will be some nervousness, but they must
come together and appreciate and understand
the long-term benefits of any tax reform.

So far, the GST Council has taken all
decisions by consensus save maybe twice in
its history. How optimistic are you that the
GST Council will actually go ahead with the
changes that the Centre is proposing and that
it will not get derailed by the States which are
not agreeing to this?

MM: I believe that they have already done their
homework. Otherwise, the Prime Minister
would not have announced this in his
Independence Day speech. So, it is highly
unlikely that GST Council will oppose these rate
cuts. There could be some discussions around
the compensation to make up for the losses, but
the possibility that they will not go ahead with
the rate cuts seems highly remote to me.

PJ: The Prime Minister made this statement and
then it was reiterated by several government
officials, so there already seems to be some
consensus. I think that there could be
discussions about some products, about
whether they should fall in the 5% or 18% slab,
for instance. Or there could be discussions about
when this should be made effective. But I think
they will go ahead with the decision — if not with
a consensus, maybe with a vote. I see a very
strong possibility of it happening in the next
upcoming GST Council meeting.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

Should States be compensated for revenue loss from GST

reforms?

TSI DI STAET GURT | g4 a1 IMeRd JHA Dt
HRUTS B ST A1fgu?

GST Reforms Announcement

SHeadt JURT 1 9o

e During his Independence Day speech, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a
“‘Deepavali gift” to the people in the form of next-generation Goods and Services

Tax (GST) reforms.
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U T fea™y HTOT & TYEET A% Hidh = AN &1 3FTell UIgT & avg Ud |aT
P (GST) GURI & U | “duraehl Sg®r - & 99 o1

The Ministry of Finance said that a large part of these reforms involved moving
GST from the mainly four-tier system to a two-tier structure of 5% and 18%, with
an overall lowering of the average tax rate.

T T A 8T s 39 QR & 99T iR Siewe & Hislal aR-SR1g Jommet §
TP &I-FAT TYEAT (5% 3R 18%) T A 3R 3N BR & DI HH I I
e B

This raised questions: What impact will this proposal have on revenues? And should
the States be compensated for revenue loss? Pratik Jain and Manoj Mishra
discussed these issues in a conversation moderated by T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan.
S ATd 36 39 URATd 1 ISRG TR T YUTG T2 3R T IS ! o gl &
fore gamaen firer @1fRe? 39 gl &R wdld 9 3R 7=ret fyem 3 &.30t.u. IRg waaq
& AT ¥ =i |

Revenue Concern_s

o et farg

Manoj Mishra: Whenever we talk about GST rate cuts, there is always an
immediate concern of how much revenue we are giving up.

TS fym: 59 off 59 SHuwdl o=i ® weldt & o1d &xd 6, af ORN I8 T gidl § fob
& a1 ToE 18 W &

If we look at the proposals, like rationalising slabs into just two, or cutting the 28% or
12% slab to 18% or 5%, the short-term impact is real.

3R B U4 ¢, Ol b wisd I &l § T ST, 7 28% AT 12% TG B! geTdx
18% TT 5% DI, Tl S{cUcbIicies YHd IRATAD BITl|

Current estimates: this cut may impact ¥60,000 crore - ¥1,00,000 crore per year,
roughly 0.2-0.3% of India’s GDP.

TIS[ET 3H: I Held! Ul ay T 60,000 HRIS - £1,00,000 HIIS THTAT HR
! §, Sl T YRE I SIS $T0.2-0.3% 7|

In the first year of implementation (FY2025-26), when new structure may apply only
for part of the year, the likely hit would be closer to ¥45,000 crore.

Ugd oy & praaa (faw af 2025-26) T, Sq 8 WA Had $© THI & fad A1
BT, I U1 T TRTHIT 245,000 HIIS SR |

But this is not a permanent loss. A higher rate of around 40% on sin goods and
luxury goods will help recoup revenue.

Afh T8 U RITA THA a1 ¢ | UTT gt 3R faemfRyar &t axgaif w amy
40% Pt I & D IS d10Y A H TGG B

Also, when tax rates go down on essential goods and durables, consumption
increases. More people enter the formal billing system, reducing leakages.
Y g, I I aegail 3R fEhTas axgeii )R o X HH gl o, ol Wud gt
81 31 T St fafei yomet & sma 8, SR st 0 81d 6

So, initially there will be a dip, but rising compliance and demand will make up for it.

THfo, e & fRTae g1, A gt Srurad SR | SHd! HRUTS &R il

18% Slab Importance

18%

WY BT Igd

About 70% of GST revenues come from the 18% slab, which is not going to change
materially. Hence, overall impact is not very big.
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TTHT 70% SHTHST ISR 18% TAF I 3T 8, S IS TR W 5] Saei | S,
FHY JUTd Sgd ST 781 8|

Pratik Jain: Correct. That is why the 18% slab is not being changed. A proposal was
there to merge 12% and 18% slabs, but government avoided it due to revenue
implications.

Wl® O: TE! 21 T8 BRI B b 18% T B! TeT Sl S BT 21 12% 3R 18%
AT D! T BT URATd AT, Afcs IoTa YUTET & HRUI INBR A ST Wl (|
Revenue implications exist for items moving from 12% slab to 5%, and many
products moving from 28% slab to 18%.

12% TAT A 5% T S aTell T3 3R 28% TAT & 18% H WM I P IdTGl W)
RTSId YHTd g1 |

But these are not as severe as if the 18% slab itself was reduced to 13% or 14-15%.
;;Tmasaﬁmﬂ?ﬁaﬁﬁrﬂ% 3R W 18% TAF D! UCTHR 13% AT 14-15%
SIGI

Average Rate of GST after the Cuts

Flfadl & d1¢ Shead! &1 eiud &=

Before GST came in, the average tax incidence was around 15%. This got reduced
to around 11.5% after GST came in and after the rate cuts. Currently, it is around
11.5%. The estimate is that it will be close to 10% after the rate cuts proposed by the
Centre are implemented.

SHTHEY 3 ¥ U8 3R &R HR THT 15% UT| SITTHC! AR 8 MR =i # weldl &
91 I ICHR ATHIT 11.5% g 77| TIHH | T8 TIHT 11.5% ¢ | 3T § fb s gRI
TRATIAd &X Heldl AL g & 16 I8 HRId 10% 1 Se|

That puts India with the best of the developed economies. To my mind, 10% is a
very moderate rate. That should put us in good stead, as we want to attract more
manufacturing over time.

I8 URd B! [qoid srfeawistt &t 4ot & @1 <ar 51 IR f9aR 9 10% U6 sgd ot
ﬂ@%ﬂ%%éa‘s’sﬁ 38 FRufar & e, wiifes &w Twa & ary i formfor s
HRAT |

Revenue Distribution among States

ISl & o IorRg faarur

GST revenues are divided between the Centre and the States. But the revenue
distribution is not equal among the States.

ST IS Bl Hg 3R ST P S1g diel Sdl g | A Iul b o1 T faerr

A TR &

For example, Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu being manufacturing and

service-heavy States take a visible hit when GST is reduced on appliances or

electronics.

STV o forg, WERTY, Prifea iR affrerrg o fafmfor o Jarsit o smenivd

T, ST§ ISV T Ao TR SHUE! G SITdl g df WY ¥ 9 Iord § fR1ae

ERCE]

On the other hand, Bihar or Uttar Pradesh, more dependent on agriculture, may not

see the same proportion of dent since their basket is tilted towards essentials, which

are already exempt or in a lower slab.

T 3R, faER a1 IR W™, o By W oifdie FeRk 8 3 O firmae & feadht

gﬁ%wwﬁnmaﬁaﬁw%@d 8, ol Ugd ¥ gt R g a1 Faett 9oft &
I
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When the GST Council cut rates in July 2018, there was a 3-4% dip in monthly
collections of Maharashtra and Karnataka, while smaller States like those in the
north-east barely felt any impact.

oIe Sedl aRug - Jarg 2018 H &I # Heldl I, A HERTY 3R i $i HlyD
%g?ﬁﬁs-mﬁﬁmzané,wﬁ?w-uj%@%mwmaﬂmmw
el

Should the States’ Revenues be Protected?

HIT 5G] & oG DI GIET g+ Afee?

When GST was launched in July 2017, the Centre provided States a compensation
guarantee for five years. After five years, technically, there is no compensation to

be giv
eg e Sieadt Jars 2017 § T g3, df g 7 Aol & ur" q1e & forg arfayfef o
m@@mwuﬁ@ﬁ%maﬁaﬂwﬁmaﬁé&ﬁtﬁﬂﬁﬁm|

It is difficult for the Centre to keep compensating States for a regular tax. States will
need to improve their own systems, processes, plug leakages, increase tax base,
and attract more investment.

&% & forg Fafia HR IR I8l & AR ffdgfd 31 B3 81 0l & 3u= yonferd,
wferanait ° JUR BT 1M, Aibot AHT S, B SATYUR T SN 3R 4%
IECRIEICaREREIR U

However, there is no equal distribution of GST revenue. Bigger States with large
manufacturing facilities receive a larger share, while smaller States receive a
negligible share. Some mechanism is needed to compensate them.

BTcIiTop, SITTHC! ToRd &1 A faavor 981 gidT| S8 fafair ardt 98 o4l &l 3ifid
T forera ©, Siafe BIc IAsul &I A0y e T g1 9% affagfd o o forg fasdt
ufshar Ft ATl |

One option could be to create a separate fund. For instance, Kerala had imposed a
flood cess earlier to raise funds for recovery. Similarly, a part of GST could go to a
contingency fund to help States in need.

% fd%eT g Bl Tohdl 8 fob U 3IeRT g §-1T Y| 378’0 & oy, B 3 Uga
q1¢ IUB AT YT dlfch TAUTTGT o foIE B e o Top | 34T aRe Siuwe! &l U
B5T STUTAPTeN B H O FobdT g dlfh I} bl Heg ol b |

States must also see rate cuts and rationalisation as part of a larger reform for
ease of doing business, attracting manufacturing and investment in the long run.

1T} B HY GR Betdl 3R ThITa®RuT o) g arHar, fmfor sik fAaw
TH T HRA & o0 T8 GUR HT iEwT1 A1 81T

GST Council Consensus and Future Changes

shiegdt uue &) ggafa 3R yfawr & sqama

So far, the GST Council has taken all decisions by consensus save maybe twice in
its history. How optimistic are you that the GST Council will actually go ahead with
the changes that the Centre is proposing and that it will not get derailed by the
States which are not agreeing to this?

3§ dF, SEAd) Ufkug A 3U+ 3fder™ & Y ad gl IR &l Sed: 9+ fAufg

dwwfa 9 o €1 o b smamard € fob Situwct ukve ared # 3 Seard @ 3

mﬁ%%mﬁaww%eﬁ?a@wmmmﬁmﬁth
?

MM: | believe that they have already done their homework. Otherwise, the Prime

Minister would not have announced this in his Independence Day speech. So, it is
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highly unlikely that GST Council will oppose these rate cuts. There could be some
discussions around the compensation to make up for the losses, but the possibility
that they will not go ahead with the rate cuts seems highly remote to me.

THTY: IRT AT § 6 361 Uga I & 3101 giadh o< foran 81 =T, gymesh 3
Y SO T fga™ yTwor # 9iftd ! foan gian| SHiiY 98 9gd of Sfiva § fb
SiTegdt uiteg 39 ov welfaal &1 faRiy S| g1 & WRUTS & e gamas |R 8
=41 g1 Tt 5, Afde TR 1T T8 JUTEHT g PHAR T 6 b I &R FHelfadl i S
Tl Fe1dil|

PJ: The Prime Minister made this statement and then it was reiterated by several
government officials, so there already seems to be some consensus. | think that
there could be discussions about some products, about whether they should fall in
the 5% or 18% slab, for instance. Or there could be discussions about when this
should be made effective. But | think they will go ahead with the decision — if not
with a consensus, maybe with a vote. | see a very strong possibility of it happening
in the next upcoming GST Council meeting.

1 g A g8 99 f3an ik fhR 8 WRer) sttt = 39 glevmr, gafen
U5 4 81 $© HeHld G ¢ | 3 1Al § b $© SdIGl Bl ddx i gl ¥ball ©, od
5 I 5% TT 18% TAY H a1 ST 1T A1 1et | 1 g Ht ==t &) Tobelt & & 39 Ha
THTS ST ST =1fe | Qifch O T © fob d 39 fufg &1 Sl sgredt — AR
Tadawfa ¥ &1, 9 I AdeH 91 g 3T Siiewd! ukug 98 U 5% g Bt
g4 USd JHIET T g
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Which sectors are worst hit by tariffs?

How high are the new US. tariffs on Indian exports? Which sectors are likely to feel the most pain? What has been the immediate impact on shrimp, textiles,

and jewellery? Which sectors are likely to face only a modest impact? What short-term support is the government planning?

EXPLAINER

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

The story so far:
he 50% tariffs imposed by the
U.S. on imports from India
came into effect on August 27,
sending ripples through the
Indian economy and the government.
Several sectors, many of them
labour-intensive, have the U.S. as a major
export destination, and many are already
seeing a significant dip in demand. The
government is cognisant of this and is
devising a plan to support these sectors,
at least in the short term.

How do we know which sectors will
be worst affected?

The intensity of the impact of tariffs can
be arrived at by looking at three metrics
in combination: the amount exported to
the U.S. in absolute terms, the share of
the U.S. in that sector’s total exports to
the world, and the final tariff that sector is
facing.

If a sector exports a large amount to
the U.S., the U.S. forms a major part of its
total exports, and the tariffs are high,
then the pain felt by that sector will likely
be high. However, if the U.S. forms a small
share in a sector’s total exports, then the
impact is likely to be limited.

Which sectors are likely to see a
severe impact?

According to data from the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, India exported
about $2.4 billion worth of shrimp to the
U.S. in 2024-25, making up 32.4% of its
total shrimp exports. Earlier, the U.S. only
imposed a 10% countervailing tariff on
shrimp from India. However, the addition
of the 50% tariff now takes this total to
60%.

Major impact: Several sectors, many of them labour-intensive, have the U.S. as a major export
destination, and many are already seeing a significant dip in demand. GETTY IMAGES

Reports indicate that exporter
purchase prices of shrimp in Andhra
Pradesh — the source of the majority of
India’s shrimp — fell by about 20%
following the 25% tariff imposed on
August 7. Prices are likely to fall further
due to the current 60% tariff.

India exported $10 billion worth of
diamonds, gold, and jewellery to the U.S.
in 2024-25, accounting for 40% of total
exports in this sector. Tariffs have now
risen from 2.1% to 52.1%. Reports from
hubs like Surat already show that
production cuts are underway. Surat’s
diamond polishing industry itself employs
about 12 lakh people.

One of the worst-hit sectors is likely to
be India’s textiles and apparel exports
sector. These exports to the U.S. stood at
$10.8 billion in 2024-25, with apparel
alone accounting for $5.4 billion. Further,
the U.S. accounts for 35% of India’s
apparel exports. The sector now faces a
63.9% tariff, up from the previous 13.9%.

“Tiruppur exporters are rushing
shipments while cancelling new styles,”
said the Global Trade Research Initiative
(GTRY) in its report. “Noida-Gurugram has
frozen planned capacity expansions and
is considering downsizing, Ludhiana
reports a slump in yarn and fabric
demand, with working capital under
stress, and Bengaluru units are preparing
for shift cuts as buyers push for offshore
production.”

India exported $1.2 billion worth of
carpets to the U.S. in 2024-25, which
makes up 58.6% of total carpet exports.
Tariffs have increased from 2.9% to 52.9%.

Other significantly affected sectors
include handicrafts, leather and shoes,
furniture and bedding, and agricultural
products such as basmati rice, spices, tea,
pulses, and sesame.

Which sectors will see a more modest
impact?
India’s export of organic chemicals to the

Which sectors are worst hit by tariffs?

I 9 & NE T I TST YA 872

e The 50% tariffs imposed by the U.S. on imports from India came into effect on

U.S. stood at $2.7 billion. This made up
13.2% of India’s total exports. The sector
now faces 54% import tariffs, up from the
previous 4%. The exporters’ body,
CHEMEXCIL, and industry bodies have
already approached the government for
some intervention.

India exported $4.7 billion worth of
steel, aluminium, and copper to the U.S.
in 2024-25, about 17% of India’s total
exports of these metals.

“While the U.S. is not the largest
market for Indian metals, it is critical for
hundreds of SMEs in the Delhi-NCR
engineering belt and eastern foundry
hubs,” GTRI said.

“The tariff threatens to disrupt jobs in
stainless steel, aluminium casting, and
copper semi-finished goods, putting
severe pressure on small and medium
exporters reliant on U.S. orders.”

India exported $6.7 billion worth of
machinery and mechanical appliances to
the U.S. in 2024-25, making up 20% of its
total exports. This sector is also expected
to face a drop in demand.

Is the government planning to help
these sectors?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Commerce and Industries Minister Piyush
Goyal have been repeating the ‘swadeshi’
mantra and asking Indians to ‘go vocal for
local’, so that the economy can reduce its
dependence on exports. Apart from this,
The Hindu reported on August 13 that the
government is working on a
multi-ministry plan to ease the short-term
pain of exporters.

In the medium to long term, the
government is working with exporter
bodies to diversify their export
destinations and make better use of
existing free trade agreements. The
Reserve Bank of India Governor Sanjay
Malhotra has also said that the central
bank stands ready to provide whatever
help it can.

August 27, sending ripples through the Indian economy and the government.

HRA I 3MTd TR

HRATT 3feaa®iT 3R TWHR R 987 3[R UST

o Several sectors, many of them labour-intensive, have the U.S. as a major export
destination, and many are already seeing a significant dip in demand.

o3 &, FFH O 3ifiie R yH-TT8 8, 31w Fafd fidor s 7, siR 3 A &3
o 7 § IedE1 fRTae uga g 3%t S 38 B

e The government is devising a plan to support these sectors, at least in the short

term.

WHR 37 &7 BT IHAT B & U, 0 T HH UGy #, T qio1 57 5! 5

GRI ST 1T 50% Y[eh 27 ST 1 YHTat g, forad

THE GIST

v

Severe impact is expected on
shrimp, diamonds and
jewellery, textiles and apparel,
and carpets due to tariffs rising
up to 60%, with reports of
production cuts, price falls, and
downsizing.

v

Moderate impact will be felt in
organic chemicals, metals, and
machinery exports, with SMEs

and exporters’ bodies seeking

intervention.

v

The government is working on
a multi-ministry plan,
promoting the ‘swadeshi’ and
‘vocal for local’ push, while
also aiming to diversify export
destinations.
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Impact Assessment
YUHTd BT Th el

The intensity of the impact of tariffs can be arrived at by looking at three metrics in
combination:
D! & YT B digdl DI i HTICS! BT FHETHR THS S 9hal 5
o the amount exported to the U.S. in absolute terms,
et I frafa ot 18 9w (qul =u o),
o the share of the U.S. in that sector’s total exports to the world, and
39 &3 & $a fafd & smfier #t fRW@er, 3k
o the final tariff that sector is facing.

Ig & fory Sifaw Y[ &1 I HR TET &

If a sector exports a large amount to the U.S., the U.S. forms a major part of its
total exports, and the tariffs are high, then the pain will likely be high.

e B1g & YT Y 91 A | fafa wxar g, emier 3u% Pd frafa &1 as1
T 8, 3R e 31ftes €, Al 39 & IR SRR 31fd g
If the U.S. forms only a small share, the impact is likely to be limited.

gfe 3mReT &) fRReR & §, I 3R Yvad: Jifdrd @i

Severely Impacted Sectors

TR ¥ @ yyifaa &=

Shrimp Exports: India exported $2.4 billion worth of shrimp to the U.S. in 2024-25,
making up 32.4% of its total shrimp exports. The total tariff has now risen to 60%
(earlier 10% + new 50%).
i fAata: YRA 7 2024-25 H SMAR®T &1 2.4 3R TR Yod &1 i faid foan, i
od o afd &7 32.4% 21 S Yeob 376 60% &) 74T R (TS 10% + T 50%) |
Reports indicate that exporter purchase prices of shrimp in Andhra Pradesh fell by
about 20% after the 25% tariff on August 7, and prices are likely to fall further under
the 60% tariff.

fRaiel & R, Sy we=T & i & frataes wdie gea 7 SFTRa & @ITE 7Y 25%
Y[ & TG THTHT 20% R T, 3R 60% [ & dgd 3R TRA BT UG 5|
Diamonds, Gold, Jewellery: India exported $10 billion worth of these items to the
Lmﬁcm!for 40% of total exports in this sector. Tariffs have risen
from 2.1% to 52.1%. —

B, T, STYYUT: YIRd = 2024-25 T 3RS H1 10 3R SIAR I & I THH Haia
fhu, SN 39 & & $ot Fafd &1 40% g1 Yeb 2.1% A TEH 52.1% &l T 7

Surat’s diamond polishing industry alone employs about 12 lakh people, and
reports already show production cuts.

Hac G BT ERT UITATRAT SERT THT 12 TG AL 1 ASAIR T 8, 3R Ruie
Ugd 9 51 SedTe Fetdl fawr 6l

Textiles & Apparel: Exports to the U.S. stood at $10.8 billion in 2024-25, with
apparel alone worth $5.4 billion. The U.S. accounts for 35% of India’s apparel
exports. The sector now faces a 63.9% tariff (up from 13.9%).

PHUST 3R URYH: 3mRew1 &) Aafd 2024-25 7 10.8 3RT BTeR 8T, forgd dad
URYM 5.4 3RT SIAR & | 3MRGT HRA & gy fafa &1 35% e g1 sia 59 &
R 63.9% e (U8 13.9%) T @M ]

According to GTRI reports:

GTRI Ruief & SraR:
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o Tiruppur exporters are rushing shipments while cancelling new styles.
faeuR Rt Rodey st I 99 @ § A T Ted g R @ B

o Noida-Gurugram has frozen planned capacity expansions and is considering
downsizing.

ﬁ?-w%mﬁammwm%aﬁiwwﬁmﬁwm
w8l

o Ludhiana reports a slump in yarn and fabric demand with working capital
stress.
IR/ 4FT 3R HUS &1 7 & fiRrae o1 Ruld o 381§ 3R Srfeha goit
TR G914 g
o Bengaluru units are preparing for shift cuts as buyers push for offshore
production.
TS 3PSl RIUT Herdt BT IR TR I § Fifds TR SHTHRIR Iae
& o g S R B
Carpets: India exported $1.2 billion worth of carpets to the U.S. in 2024-25, which
makes up 58.6% of total carpet exports. Tariffs have increased from 2.9% to 52.9%.
PIA: URA = 2024-25 T ARSI BI 1.2 3RT SleR T & HIoiH (41d by, ST Hdt
BT fFafd BT 58.6% & | Yob 2.9% A THT 52.9% &l T 3|
Other significantly affected sectors include handicrafts, leather and shoes,
furniture and bedding, and agricultural products such as basmati rice, spices,
tea, pulses, and sesame.
37 TR wu | yutfad & § gwfied, IwsT iR 9, BHRR 3R fawrR, i
P IeTE oY T g9, BT, 9, gd ok fae|

Which sectors will see a more modest impact?

DI &1 W AUSTHd FH YU TST?

India’s export of organic chemicals to the U.S. stood at $2.7 billion. This made up
13.2% of India’s total exports. The sector now faces 54% import tariffs, up from the
previous 4%. The exporters’ body, CHEMEXCIL, and industry bodies have already
approached the government for some intervention.

YR P Afde It (organic chemicals) &1 frafa smfker & $2.7 faferas @1
Tg HRA & $ (T1d BT 13.2% UT| TS & 31 54% 3MTATd Y[eh BT T B 36T B,
S Ugd 4% UT| Fafde W6 CHEMEXCIL 3R SN T6H1 3 Ugd & WAR U T8
WA & fog ¥ fHar g
India exported $4.7 billion worth of steel, aluminium, and copper to the U.S. in
2024-25, about 17% of India’s total exports of these metals.

YR 7 2024-25 T AR & $4.7 fferq 0eg &1 swutd, Tegfafaw o aiar
frafa foran, S S urgsft & YRA & $o (afd &1 T 17% T

o “While the U.S. is not the largest market for Indian metals, it is critical for
hundreds of SMEs in the Delhi-NCR engineering belt and eastern foundry
hubs,” GTRI said.

GTRI A T, “gdifes ARSI R ergaii & e o a1 a9k 8! &,
Afr 78 fewehl-uefiem sefifrafier e ok gdf wIest ga & Yws! @y 3R
Head I (SMEs) & forT Hegayut g 1”

o “The tariff threatens to disrupt jobs in stainless steel, aluminium casting,
and copper semi-finished goods, putting severe pressure on small and
medium exporters reliant on U.S. orders.”

“Tg Yoob WA W, TegfAfray S1feT 3R SR Auit-fsfawe Iaurey o
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TG BT TG B Bt eSB! <l 7, o RHT & Sy R R B
3R gew Fafde! iR YR TeE ug W

India exported $6.7 billion worth of machinery and mechanical appliances to the
U.S. in 2024-25, making up 20% of its total exports. This sector is also expected to
face a drop in demand.

YR A 2024-25 B ARG HI $6.7 fafer goa ot a=i==t iR gifi® Suwwur
frafa foru, S 9% oo Al &1 20% o1 39 &85 & oft 1iv7 & fiRTde &t JuIa 5|

Is the government planning to help these sectors?

T PR 54 & B 7SS B B AIST 941 381 872

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Commerce and Industries Minister Piyush
Goyal have been repeating the ‘swadeshi’ mantra and asking Indians to ‘go vocal
for local’, so that the economy can reduce 1ts dependence on exports.
TUTTEAT g WY SR aTOred Td SeT w4t dig Mad SR-SR @I 67 e
8 § SR YR ¥ ‘aipd & fIg aider T4 i 3Uid R I3 8, dlidh SRITaRT
frafd W oot ffkar &0 wR I |

Apart from this, the government is working on a multi-ministry plan to ease the
short-term pain of exporters.
D 3MAT, 13 3T $I g fég A NI foan fs R Fafae! &t sieaamiias
HISATST! B HH B & 1T Tg-TATAT TS |R HTH R 61 ¢

In the medium to long term, the government is working with exporter bodies to
diversify their export destinations and make better use of existing free trade
agreements.

A | SrdeTd § WeR FHalds WTe-l & ur e 3 fHata iaal §
fafaerar 9 SR Hie[er Gaa SATUR JHSH! BT 95aR STANT I IR HIH HR 61 ¢

The Reserve Bank of India Governor Sanjay Malhotra has also said that the
central bank stands ready to provide whatever help it can.

YR fYord o & Ta-R Jorg A1 3 Hi a1 8 6 Hia § o off Agg =R
THAT §, Grigh 17T TR &
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Why U.S. is ending duty-free
imports of low-value goods?

What does this mean for global trade and businesses?

Garimella Subramaniam

The story so far:

ostal and courier services
worldwide are bracing for
logistics disruptions, as the U.S.

eliminates duty-free imports of
low-value goods, effective August 29. Set
at a maximum purchase threshold of
$800 per person per day, shipments of
merchandise ranging from textiles to toys,
cosmetics, and electronic accessories
have until now been covered under the de
minimis exemption — Latin for “too small
to be trifled with”. These imports will
now face tariffs based on the country of
origin. The duty exemption was reversed
in May for imports from China, which
accounts for over 50% of de minimis
imports, according to the U.S. Customs
and Border Protection agency. This dealt
a severe blow to the country’s leading
e-commerce platforms, like Temu, and
textile retailers such as Shein. The latest
move is part of the barrage of measures
the Donald Trump administration has
embarked upon to narrow the U.S. trade
deficit with the biggest economies,

prevent intellectual property theft, and
block the influx of counterfeit products.
Opponents claim that the abolition of the
duty exemption would reduce aggregate
welfare by between $11-$13 billion and
disproportionately hurt the poorer, citing
a National Bureau of Economic Research
(NBER) study.

What is the de minimis regulation,
and how did it work?
The de minimis regulation, rooted in
Section 321 of the 1930 Tariff Act, allowed
American tourists to send home souvenirs
without incurring taxes. In the 1990s, the
rationale of the provision was recast as a
trade facilitation and liberalisation tool
designed to reduce transaction costs for
businesses and consumers. When
Congress quadrupled the value of
exempted goods from $200 to $800 in
2016, the number of items that were
eligible for coverage was also expanded.
An important consideration behind the
move was to balance administrative costs
with potential revenue earnings in the
wake of the exponential rise in imports
into the country in recent years. Fresh

tariffs during President Trump’s first term
may have paradoxically contributed to
the proliferation of trade via the postal
route. About four million deliveries were
estimated to be processed daily under the
de minimis exemption scheme. The
volume of imports had increased from 134
million in 2015 to 1.36 billion in 2024,
according to the White House.

How does this fit into previous
international agreements?

The removal of the duty-free exemption
recalls a 2019 bargain that Mr. Trump
extracted from the 192-nation-strong
Universal Postal Union (UPU) 2019 in a bid
to block other nations from free-riding on
the American economy.

The UPU conceded to the U.S. demand
to hike postal rates applicable for
exporters from developing nations, which
Washington maintained were
substantially lower than the costs
incurred by domestic customers. The
administration further reasoned that the
anomaly had incentivised the flood of
Chinese goods into the U.S., putting
domestic importers at a disadvantage.

Are there international parallels?
The European Union has proposed a
handling fee of €2 for products directly
imported by individuals, and a €0.5 fee
received by warehouses. The aim is to
crack down on dangerous and illegal
goods flooding the single market and
distorting competition in the 27-country
bloc. Crucially, the reform shifts
responsibility for direct purchases made
by individuals onto Chinese e-commerce
platforms, which must furnish additional
data to customs officials for closer
scrutiny. [n a related move, imports into
the EU last year of 4.6 billion low-value
parcels — a four-fold increase over 2022,
90% of which were from China — have
brought to the fore the termination of the
€150 duty-free threshold, offering greater
protection to consumers and businesses.

What does this indicate about global
trade?

Together, the U.S. and EU actions on
low-value imports are a most telling
statement that the basic pillars of the
post-war world order, exemplified among
others by the World Trade Organization,
are being systematically undermined by
its founding architects.

Evidence that the multilateral
framework is near collapse can be
gathered from the inability of sovereign
and independent nations to formulate a
concerted response to Mr. Trump during
recent negotiations over bilateral trade
agreements with Washington. Most
notable of these is the EU’s trade pact
with the U.S.

The writer is Director, Strategic Initiatives,
AgnoShin Technologies

Why U.S. is ending duty-free imports of low-value goods?

SANDT FH-HT drel ATHIAT & SYEL-I61 ATATd BT R THTE

HT IET3?

o Postal and courier services worldwide are bracing for logistics disruptions, as the
U.S. eliminates duty-free |mports of low-value goods, effective August 29.

Yl & e duR 81 & € Fife
SMTYPT 29 AT T HH Y4 dTe! WA P SYLI-WT AT H! JATE PR 8T 2|

e Set at a maximum purchase threshold of $800 per person per day, shipments of
merchandise ranging from textiles to toys, cosmetics, and electronic accessories
have until now been covered under the de minimis exemption — Latin for “too

gFaT R

small to be trifled with”.

3T 3R HRAR Jamd Ao

—Tferafaa o siffiedd $800 o1 Tig AT R TT, mﬁaw@?ﬁﬂ‘r

Preifeay iR

FATI D
“§gd BIeT fb 39 R &9 7 a1 ) & siafa st ot

e These imports will now face tariffs based on the country of origin.

3{d 3 3T R Yd ST & YR TR Y[eh AT ST |

e The duty exemption was reversed in May for imports from China, which accounts for
over 50% of de minimis imports, according to the U.S. Customs and Border

Protection agency.
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This dealt a severe blow to the country’s leading e-commerce platforms like Temu,
and textile retailers such as Shein.

sﬂ@%ﬂ%g@@'i—mwaﬁ Temu, G?IT%WW@R?[ Shein @I
YR e |

The latest move is part of the barrage of measures the Donald Trump
administration has embarked upon to narrow the U.S. trade deficit with the biggest
economies, prevent intellectual property theft, and block the influx of counterfeit
products.

Ig FdIaH FHeH SHTTS T8 URINEH gRT 33T T U &1 9aal 7 e 8, forat
IR T fHaRITSH & 1Y SMRPT & TR U1 I HH &1, Afgd Auer i
ART DI AT IR THet STGH b TaT8 B ADT1 §

Opponents claim that the abolition of the duty exemption would reduce aggregate
welfare by between $11-$13 billion and disproportionately hurt the poorer, citing a
National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) study.

TRt &1 graT 8 o Yooh e THIG - & THY ool § $11-$13 fafera &1 ot
Bl 3R U8 SR ¥U § TRI! HI JHaH UgdIe, Sk fob A=He SR1 36
SPHIA® RTd (NBER) 31800 & &gl T 5

What is the de minimis regulation, and how did it work?

3 frfafirg fafvaws = 2, oii 98 39 18 &vdr 41?2

The de minimis regulation, rooted in Section 321 of the 1930 Tariff Act, allowed
American tourists to send home souvenirs without incurring taxes.

3 e faffawe, et o1 1930 W Sftifaaw &t urT 321 # €, 7 ARSI
Tded! & fo 1 TR IHT R W Ffd g Bom &1 s dll

In the 1990s, the rationale of the provision was recast as a trade facilitation and
liberalisation tool designed to reduce transaction costs for businesses and
consumers.

1990 & TP H, TH UG & do $I U AR FAYT 3R IGRIHUT SUHIUT &
w0 ¥ R § ufvuiityd fovan man, o srawmal sik Suniadrelt & e a-e-T anTa &

&HH DA o {e1T FSoie= favar am ol
When Congress quadrupled the value of exempted goods from $200 to $800 in

2016, the number of items that were eligible for coverage was also expanded.

9 2016 T HEY - e W Ixg3f & Jed BT $200 I $800 H T, ol Fe U art
aagait ot e o sgr <t T |

An important consideration behind the move was to balance administrative costs
with potential revenue earnings in the wake of the exponential rise in imports into
the country in recent years.

U $HeH & Ui U AU [aR I8 T foh g1 & I & <=1 H 3f1ard § ool 9 gfg &
HeToR URITHAS ATl 3R JUTAd ITeRa 36t o &g e ST S|

Fresh tariffs during President Trump’s first term may have paradoxically
contributed to the proliferation of trade via the postal route.

PUfd T & UgA SRIPGTA & SR T R A fIge1 98 & [ 19 ARt & AR
& UOR H dNTe a1 g1 gavdi g

About four million deliveries were estimated to be processed daily under the de
minimis exemption scheme.

3} faffiRT ge 9o & aga ufafes amy TR fafers fediadt Safa gn &
SFTAM T|
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The volume of imports had increased from 134 million in 2015 to 1.36 billion in
2024, according to the White House.
FT3C 189 & SR, 37ATd DI A1 2015 H 134 faferas I s 2024 # 1.36

faferam 81 71 o

How does this fit into prewous international agreements?

Rrod siaxifia wwghal & 7 B fve dodl 82

The removal of the duty-free exemption recalls a 2019 bargain that Mr. Trump
extracted from the 192-nation-strong Universal Postal Union (UPU) in a bid to
block other nations from free-riding on the American economy

SISI-W1 e B g1 2019 & THINA &1 TG AT ©, ﬁrﬂ?ffqer 192-23N ara
gfraxie URed gRIaE (UPU) @ 39 320§ IRl faran o1 % o 3 afka
AR TR Ud &1 A1Y 1 381 T |

The UPU conceded to the U.S. demand to hike postal rates applicable for
exporters from developing nations, which Washington maintained were substantially
lower than the costs incurred by domestic customers.

UPU = 3T & 39 AN &I WieR fhar {6 e <=1 ¥ 3 ard FHafde! &
foTe ST o3 QTS W, Hifds QTRITe &1 AT 4T fb T o¥ O Mg ! & ga o
DI HH Al |
The administration further reasoned that the anomaly had incentivised the flood of
Chinese goods into the U.S., putting domestic importers at a disadvantage.

TR A 311 I8 dob (a1 o 39 S| 3 SR # FiHT axge &1 ag &
UicTied foban, fo™ ave] 3maTas JhaH 8 WG|

Are there international parallels?

T

TR R GH4AE 282

The European Union (EU) has proposed a handling fee of €2 for products directly
imported by individuals, and a €0.5 fee received by warehouses.

TR U (EU) 3 il gRT WY STaTd T T Sare) IR €2 BT ESRiT o iR
el GRT U ATe WX €0.5 T e URaTfad i g |

The aim is to crack down on dangerous and illegal goods flooding the single
market and distorting competition in the 27-country bloc.

AP 35T TR 3N 3HAY TXG3H W A T ¢, Sl R Arbe T a1¢ B R
3 IR & 3R 27-320 & wHqE & ufornef ) i ax W &

Crucially, the reform shifts responsibility for direct purchases made by individuals
onto Chinese e-commerce platforms, which must furnish additional data to
customs officials for closer scrutiny.

W AR W, I8 YUR KTl gRT BT 78 Udal WG ot forg) i+t §-siesd
BRI R STAd g, ofg T e SHABINAT DI e+ oiid o forg fafvad Ser
JUcTsY BRI B

In a related move, imports into the EU last year of 4.6 billion low-value parcels — a
four-fold increase over 2022, 90% of which were from China — have brought to
the fore the termination of the €150 duty-free threshold, offering greater protection
to consumers and businesses.

4 9 98T Us eH U8 U i fUad avf Eu # 4.6 faferamr a-awy urda smard gu

Sl 2022 $t Joi1 T AR A1 gfs A, 7T & 90% o9 | 9| 3¥ﬁ€1503ﬂ;"ruﬂ$ﬂm
P AT B TR <, o) IuHiaanatt iR el &1 i JRem fird 9 |
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What does this indicate about global trade?

g Ay ATIR & IR | T Hebd a1 82

Together, the U.S. and EU actions on low-value imports are a clear statement that
the basic pillars of the post-war world order, exemplified among others by the
World Trade Organization (WTO), are being systematically undermined by its
founding architects.

3R QRIYTT HY Bt HRAgAT R I8 T I <ol & [ g fay
AT & AT W, fSHH1 ufaffiia faRiy U 3§ fay sarR '@7a (WT0) Frar
8, B 3P IRITUD! gRI &1 AR T I HHIR a1 o1 6T ¢
Evidence that the multilateral framework is near collapse can be gathered from the
inability of sovereign and independent nations to formulate a concerted response
to Mr. Trump during recent negotiations over bilateral trade agreements with
Washington.
39 91 & THT0] s Iguely g @l 681 & HTR R g, 39 7 ¥ fied € for gra
1 7 fguehta amuR wwgidl wR aiRkiTe & ry aratell & R Wdd SR TUY ¥ ¢
¥ ufa e ufaferar duR o3 § fAwa 2|
Most notable of these is the EU’s trade pact with the U.S.
0 QoY I § R T o1 ST & |1 SR Hgi|
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